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FADE | N:
EXT. SKY - N GHT
Silent blinding flashes of intense LI GHTN NG

DEPUTY MASON (V. Q.)
Geni us. Engineer. Scientist. Mud
man. Who was N kol a Tesl a? That |
cannot say for sure. For me, | just
called himfriend. One of the few
And as nmuch as everyone tries to
deny it, Tesla was THE architect of
the 20th century. But the world we
know... the world he hel ped
create... alnbst never was. And
like Tesla’s own birth, it started
with a single spark.

EXT. TRAI'N STATION - DAY
SUPER: “SARAJEVO, BOSN A’
SUPER: “JUNE 28, 1914~

Several black 1911 G af und Stift autonobiles wait as
ARCHDUKE FRANZ FERDI NAND, in full royal garb, along with his
wi fe, SOPH E, and consort di senbark.

The Archduke’s DRI VER preps the cloth hood to afford both
weary travel ers a nodi cum of privacy until --

ARCHDUKE
(in Austrian; subtitled)
Wait, ny lovely wife would like to
see the sun

SOPHI E
(in Austrian; subtitled)
The rains have gone and the msts

are burning away. | have been
cooped up inside that train far too
| ong.

The driver conplies as the Archduke helps his wife, in her
long flowing regal white dress, into the auto.

EXT. SARAJEVO

Dozens of LOCALS |ine the cobbl estone streets to stare at the
MOTORCADE wi ndi ng t hrough town.



BRI DGE

THREE MEN will ill intentions cross the river. Al three bear
the sane RED TATTOO on the back of their necks: an ornate
skull with the words “Unification or Death” inscribed in
SERBI AN.

This is the nark of the Bl ack Hand.

STREET
The nen separate -- mixed in with the other gawkers.

One quickly jogs towards the caravan while, at the sane tine,
renmoving a grenade fromhis jacket pocket.

He SLAPS it on a nearby post, activating the mechani sm and
t hen tossing the grenade at the caravan.

AUTOVOBI LE

the grenade hits its target but rolls down the back side of
the car and EXPLODES harnl essly near the wheels. CHACS.

CROND

another grenade is hurled at the Prince’s auto but also
m sses its mark. Another EXPLOSI ON.

AUTOVOBI LE

the Archduke flings hinself on his wife while BARKING at his
driver:

ARCHDUKE
(in Austrian; subtitled)
Change streets! Go to the left!
ALLEY

but the auto gets boxed in, surrounded by panic stricken
RESI DENTS -- and stuck in the mddle is GAVRI LO PRI NCl P

PRI NI CI P
reaches for his grenade but the crushing CROAD around him

cuts himoff -- he grasps his REVOLVER -- raises it -- THREE
SHOTS RI NG out - -



AUTOMOBI LE
t he Archduke grabs his neck and col | apses forward, bl ood
spurting over his uniform Sophie SCREAMS as she is also hit
by a | ead BULLET.
ALLEY
a MAN spots Prinicip clutching the revolver and tackles him
to the ground. Qthers join in as they drag the assassin down
the street where police intervene before the cromd has a
chance to tear himlinb fromlinb.
STREET
POLI CE and AUSTRI AN SOLDI ERS take Princip into custody and as
the gate is | ocked on the wi ndow ess horse-drawn carri age, we
are left with the haunting i mage of the assassin sinply
grinning at the majesty of his acconplishnent.
DEPUTY MASON (V. Q.)
And so began the war to end al
wars. . .
FADE TO

TI TLE SEQUENCE - MONTAGE - FI LE FOOTAGE over NEWSPAPER
HEADLI| NES:

A “WAR!'”
B) “President WIlson to Europe: W WII Not Be Involved!”
C) “Lusitania Sunk!”
D) “American Ships Target German U boats”
E) “Germany Unl eashes Devastating New Wapon”
F) “’ Death Ray’ Brings Down Arnada”
G “Anerica Declares War on Germany!”
FADE QOUT.
FADE | N:
EXT. MANHATTAN | SLAND - DAY - ESTABLI SHI NG
SUPER: “NEW YORK CI TY”

Hunbl e skyscrapers dot the skyline as new netal skel etons
tower over pedestrians |ike giant spiderwebs.



In the sky, single-prop bi-planes WH Z around whil e hundreds
of Dbl ack, boxy autonobiles putter over brick-1ined avenues
adj acent to chugging trolleys stuffed with conmmuters.

Evervt hi ng has a Steanpunk-esque feel to it.

DEPUTY MASON (V. Q.)
| nmet Tesla in the sumer of 1918,
at a critical turning point in the
war . . .

EXT. STREET - DAY
A short NEWSI E shouts to hurried PEDESTRI ANS:

NEWSI E
Extree! Extree! Read all about it!
Anot her Anerican ship sunk in
Atlantic! Get ya papers heal

DEPUTY JONATHAN “JACK’ MASON (30s), dressed in a gray, doubl e-
breasted sack suit and bow er cap passes by.

EXT. WORKSHOP

He stops just outside of Tesla s workshop, a nodest three-
story structure often described as the “gol den buil di ng nade
of glass and light.” He then opens a slip of paper --

| NSERT - PAPER

Scribbled in pencil: “46 EAST HOUSTON STREET”

BACK TO SCENE

He gl ances at the SIGN hung on the front of building in
gaudy, old style print: “TESLA ELECTRI C LI GHT &

MANUFACTURI NG’

Jack knocks on the unassum ng shop door but there is no
answer. Instead, the THUNDEROUS POUNDI NG of mllions of volts
of ELECTRICITY penetrates the BUSTLE around him --

Bright flashes strobe fromthe upstairs wi ndows --

Jack slowy opens the door -- a brilliant light streans into
the street. He enters as if stepping into a magical world --

| NT. WORKSHOP - CONTI NUCQUS
Jack clinbs the spiraling wought-iron staircase to w tness:

BOLTS of ELECTRI CI TY CRACKLE around the room hitting the
wal l's, floor, ceiling and just about everything el se.



Stuck in the mddle is NIKOLA TESLA (40s) wearing a rubber
apron, rubber gloves and cup style wel der’s goggl es.

Tesl a spots the Deputy near the staircase and attenpts
comuni cation but Jack sinply cups his hand over his ear.

Tesla VWHI STLES to his hel per boy, DANNY, who spots Tesla
maki ng a slicing notion across his throat, signaling for him
to cut the power.

Danny flips a |large three prong knife switch. The WH RRI NG of
t he GENERATORS and the ROAR of the ELECTRICITY slowy W ND
DON.

TESLA
It’s okay, it’s quite safe now.

Tesl a renoves his safety gear. Under the apron is a freshly
pressed suit and vest with a Prince Al bert coat.

He picks up his derby hat and cane and turns --

TESLA
Now, then, what can | help you with
ny fine sir?

He speaks with a clear Eastern European accent.

DEPUTY MASON
| am Deputy Jonat han Mason with the
United States Marshal Service. It
is a pleasure to neet you, Mster
Tesl a. . .

Jack hol ds out his hand to shake, but Tesla just |ooks at it.
He awkwardly pulls it back

DEPUTY MASON
... I'"'mhere on direct orders from
the President of the United States.
I have sone questions | need to ask

you.
TESLA
(curious)
Do you now?

DEPUTY MASON
In private, please, Mster Tesla --

TESLA
-- what have you heard about ne,
Deputy? What do people say?



Jack gl ances down and wat ches Tesla arrange his tools in
per pendi cul ar groups of three.

DEPUTY MASON
That you are a genius... and
possi bly a mad man.

TESLA
Perhaps they are right... about
bot h.

DEPUTY MASON
Mster Tesla, | --

TESLA
(checki ng his pocket
wat ch)
-- | amlate for an appoi ntnent.
Pl ease excuse ne, Deputy -- uh --

DEPUTY MASON
Mason. Jonat han Mason. My friends
call me --

TESLA
-- If you would like to continue
this conversation, | suggest we do
it en route.

DEPUTY MASON
VWhere are we --

Tesl a has already reached the staircase and is descending
qui ckly.

DANNY
Best to keep up, the professor
don't like to be kept waitin .

Danny smles as Jack chases after, but the pleasant child-
like grin vanishes fromhis face as soon as the Deputy is out
of sight.

EXT. SI DEWALK

Tesl a keeps a grueling, determ ned pace with Deputy Mason in
t ow.

DEPUTY MASON
Tesla, | really must insist that --



TESLA
-- | have a previous engagenent
that I cannot m ss. Unless you w sh
to interrupt the tenuous precision
of ny daily schedule...?

Tesl a stops and | ooks back at Jack who can only offer a bl ank
stare.

TESLA
Just as | thought. | thank you for
your understanding in this matter.
Now, we nust press on.

| NT. WORKSHOP - CLOSET - CONTI NUQUS
The door is ajar...

DANNY (Q. S.)
W cannot wait any |onger..

The boy exits and gl ances about, giving off an air of
wi ckedness.

EXT. BU LDl NG (UNDER CONSTRUCTI ON) - DAY - ESTABLI SHI NG

CONSTRUCTI ON WORKERS toil feverishly laying brick and
hamering glowing red hot rivets into place.

I NT. BUI LDI NG

The essential framework of metal girders and concrete floors
are in tact, but any senbl ance of nodern living is noticeably
absent .

Several BUSI NESSVEN wait patiently in the grungy confines.

Tesla arrives in style with Deputy Mason nipping at his
heel s.

TESLA
Gentl emen, thank you for your
pati ence.

He takes his jacket off and hands it to Jack along with his
cane. Deputy Mason is befuddl ed, but hol ds them anyway.

BUSI NESS MAN #1
Ah! There he is. Everybody, | would
like to introduce you to --



TESLA
(bowing with a flourish)
-- N kol a Tesla, the greatest
visionary the world has ever known!
Thank you all for com ng.

BUSI NESS MAN #2
This had better be good, Mster
Tesla. I’mnot one to wait around
in such sullied surroundings for
just any man.

TESLA
I ndeed, but then again, |’ m not
just any man, am|?

Deputy Mason pulls up next to one of the businessnen, stil
hol ding Tesla' s effects. He is given a curious gl ance.

From hi s pocket, Tesla produces a STRANGE BRASS DEVI CE
conposed of two long, cylindrical tubes with a central
gear box encased in gl ass.

BUSI NESS MAN #2
VWat is it?

TESLA
This, gentlenen, is an oscillating
pol yphase resonance anplifier.

Al'l the nmen glance at each other in confusion.

BUSI NESS MAN #1
Pl ease, Tesla... English.

TESLA
It’s an earthquake nachi ne. Capable
of bringing down any structure in a
matter of m nutes.

BUSI NESS MAN #3
You nust be j oking!

TESLA
(very serious)
I never joke.

Tesla affixes the device to an exposed |-beam and switches it
on. The gears slowy turn as a DULL HUMis enmtted. The brass
t ubes nove in and out, back and forth.



TESLA
Everything functions on a rhythm a
natural frequency that governs al
matter fromthe macro to the mcro.
The seasons, the tides, day and
ni ght, even your own heart beat,
has a specific frequency. If you
could isolate an object’s own
natural and i nherent rhythm and
control it; the possibilities are

endl| ess.
Tesla adjusts the rhythmuntil he is satisfied. Everyone
waits but after a mnute -- nothing happens.
DEPUTY MASON
Is that it?
TESLA
Pat i ence.

Still nothing.

TESLA
Can you feel it?
One busi nessman cl oses his eyes and concentrates -- a gentle
swaying is detected -- it builds.
QUTSI DE

A CROND gathers to watch the building shake. Dust and debris
cloud the air.

ADJACENT BUI LDI NG - APARTMENT

Wt hout renoving his eyes fromhis book, a RESIDENT lifts his
drink as it shakes across the table. He holds it al oft

wi t hout m ssing a beat.

BACK TO SHAKI NG BUI LDI NG

The busi ness nen crouch down, clenching their hats as the
bui | di ng wobbl es. The workers flee in terror.

But Tesla is giddy with excitenent.

DEPUTY MASON
Turn it off!

TESLA
What ?!
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DEPUTY MASON
| said TURN I T OFF!

Tesla grabs the beamto steady hinself as he flips the
swi t ch.

TESLA
Uh- oh.

DEPUTY MASON
What do you nean “uh-oh”?!

TESLA
| believe the increased pressure
fromthe rhythm c phase anplifier
has jamed the out put device!

DEPUTY MASON
WHAT?!

TESLA
It's stuck!

Meanwhi | e, everyone has di sappeared as the buil ding threatens
to shake itself apart.

DEPUTY MASON
Well unstuck it!

Tesla spies a plethora of hand tools in a nearby wheel barrow.
He grabs a SLEDGEHAMMVER.

He steadies hinself and then turns his head, closes his eyes,
and holds his breath as he crushes the device with a single
bl ow -- SI LENCE

Deputy Mason wrenches the hammer away from Tesla and
conti nues beating the thing until only a few tw sted
fragnents remain.

He then throws the hanmmer down and gl ares at Tesl a.

TESLA
Perhaps there are a few issues to
resol ve.

DEPUTY MASON
(wry)
Per haps.

Jack waves his hand to clear the air --
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EXT. BUI LDI NG - CONTI NUOUS
Two POLI CE OFFI CERS wait as Tesla and Jack energe.
Deputy Mason pulls his badge.

DEPUTY MASON
Jack Mason, U S. Marshal s.
Everything is alright, we’'re fine.

TESLA
Sorry about the disturbance. It
won’t happen agai n.

OFFI CER #1
Don’t make prom ses yous can’t
keep, M ster Tesla.

OFFI CER #2
(to officer #1)
Thi s happen a lot?

OFFI CER #1
(to officer #2)
Everyday.

OFFI CER #2
Every day?

He can’t believe it.

OFFI CER #1
And tw ce on Saturdays...

EXT. WORKSHOP

Tesla returns with Deputy Mason still struggling to keep up

TESLA

Wl |, then, thank you for your

assi stance Deputy... er...
DEPUTY MASON

Mason!
TESLA

Right! | hope you have | earned a

thing or two and I wi sh you all the
best of luck in the future.
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DEPUTY MASON
(hand on door)
Mster Tesla, | really need to
speak with you
TESLA
I’msorry you had to cone all this

way. . .
(checki ng wat ch)

but I amrunning a little late
and must press on

DEPUTY MASON
Pl ease, Tesla. | just need a
m nut e.

TESLA

A mnute | do not have and you have
worn out your wel cone.

He SLAMS the DOOR. Jack STUMBLES back.

DEPUTY MASON
Tesla! Ni kola! It’'s about Rum nov!
Gigori Rum nov! He's...

It’s no use. He's gone. Jack turns to | eave. But --
The DOCR CREAKS open.

TESLA
What did you say?

DEPUTY MASON
Gigori Rum nov. You know hi nf

TESLA
| have not heard that nane in
nearly a lifetine.
(t hi nki ng)
What has he done?

DEPUTY MASON
May | cone in?

Tesl a stands aside as Jack renoves his hat out of courtesy.
I NT. WORKSHOP - LI BRARY - DAY
Jack wi pes his brow with his handkerchief... Tesla stands at

a line of podiuns, each holding a book. He pauses, flips a
page, and noves on to the next... he is reading themall!



TESLA
... Wwe were just coll eagues,
partners of sorts. Wanted to change
the world. But I'’mafraid there was
a bit of a falling out...

He di sappears into thought.

DEPUTY MASON
What happened?

TESLA
There was an acci dent. ..

Pause.

DEPUTY MASON
| bet he's snart. ..

TESLA
Brilliant! Mdre so than ne in sone
ways... What is all this about?

DEPUTY MASON
Several days ago we intercepted and
decoded a nessage fromthe Kaiser
to a Gigori Rum nov about a new
weapon, sonething the Krauts have
referred to as “The Hamer.” This
t hi ng has been wi ping out British
and Anerican nerchant ships for
nont hs.

TESLA
VWat is it?

DEPUTY MASON
I was hoping you can tell us. Here,
| have --

Jack renoves a crude schematic drawi ng of a FUTURI STIC
CANNON. Tesla picks it up and lays it on a podi um

TESLA
(to hinself)
It can’t be..

DEPUTY MASON
Do you recognize it?

TESLA
| should. It’'s m ne.
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DEPUTY MASON
What do you nean it’s yours?

TESLA
| designed it. But | was never able
to procure the proper funding for
construction to test ny hypothesis.

DEPUTY MASON
Vell, Mster Tesla, | think
sonebody built the damm thing.

TESLA
(gravely)

Gigori, what have you done?
| NT. / EXT. WORKSHOP - CONTI NUCQUS
The front door unl ocks and opens. Qutside, TWO MEN i n BLACK
SU TS step inside. They both help carry in a STRANGE- LOCKI NG
DEVI CE, conplete with copper wire and gl ass tubing.
The door cl oses.
FOYER

The nen smile and nod, Danny does the sane, signaling his
association with the nen and the evil deed to cone.

The boy presses a finger to his |lips. He then hands them a
gol d key and points upstairs.

In turn, they give Danny a | eather bag full of gold coins.
BLACK SU T #1
Run away little boy... and forget
all that you saw here.
He speaks with a thick, Eastern European accent.
Danny conplies as they trudge up the tw sting staircase.
BACK TO LI BRARY

DEPUTY MASON
Tesl a? W need your help...

TESLA
I amjust a scientist, an engineer.
Not hi ng nore. What can | do?
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DEPUTY MASON
If you designed this... this...
Death Ray... you can stop it. O
hel p build sonething that can.

Tesl a takes another | ook at the drawi ngs. He notices an
I NSIGNI A stanped in red in one of the corners.

TESLA
VWhat’'s this?

DEPUTY MASON
That... is the mark of the Bl ack
Hand - a secret society under
Rum nov’'s control w th weaponry
that is far beyond anythi ng anyone
has ever seen before. W believe
they are aiding the Central Powers
and tipping the scales in CGermany’s
favor. Unl ess sonething is done
soon, the rest of Europe will fall
Mster Tesla, we turn to you
because you are the only one who
has a chance to stop this... The
fact that I am here, now, telling
you all of this, shows you how
desperate things have becone.

A sudden THUWP from upstairs breaks the tension.

TESLA
What is that boy doing?
LOFT
Tesl a | ooks around -- nothing appears out of place.

He then wal ks past his study and notices: the dust on the
edge of one of the drawers has been di sturbed.

STUDY

Tesla marches over and forcefully pulls the drawer open. The
faded wood inside marks where a rectangul ar item once rested.

DEPUTY MASON (O S.)
VWat is it?

TESLA
They took the not ebook.

DEPUTY MASON
Not ebook? What not ebook.



TESLA
M/ not ebook. .

LAB

Tesl a wal ks past his work table before reversing course.

finds the strange-|ooking device on a workbench.

TESLA
This is not m ne.

A wheel turns on one side.

DEPUTY MASON
So... what is it?

TESLA
If I would have to guess... | would
have to say... It's counting down

to sonet hing. ..
Tesla is very nmeasured and careful in his inspection.

The PENDULUM TI CKS | ower with each sw ng.

DEPUTY MASON
Is that good or bad?

TESLA
Bad. Very bad.

DEPUTY MASON
How do you know?

TESLA
Because... it’s a bonb!

Both nmen gl ance at each other and then back away.

DEPUTY MASON
OGkay, |I'mtrained to handl e things
like this --

Tesl a holds his cane across Jack’s chest.

TESLA
DON' T -- touch it! You have no idea
what you are dealing with, and you
are going to get us both killed.

An intensifying reaction burns inside the glass chanber.

16.

He
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DEPUTY MASON
What are you going to do?!

TESLA
Do? Not hi ng.

Tesl a gathers his bel ongi ngs and then opens a w ndow.

DEPUTY MASON
What do you nean “nothing”?

TESLA
When faced with nounting odds
agai nst success sonetines the best
course of action is a gentle
retreat.

Tesl a places the curved end of his cane over a rope
stretching down to the ROOF of a neighboring building.

TESLA
Are you com ng?

DEPUTY MASON
What are you doi ng?

TESLA

| nean to spoil the plans for ny
premat ure death

DEPUTY MASON

This will never work!

TESLA
O course it will, it’s sinple
physi cs!

Tesl a pushes off and both nen slide towards --
EXT. ROOF - DAY

Tesl a descends gracefully while Jack | ooses his bal ance and
rolls through the white gravel

BACK TO WORKSHOP

The reaction inside the jar reaches a critical point, the
gl ass fractures as the copper nelts.

BACK TO ROOF

Deputy Mason dusts hinself off. Tesla renoves his watch



18.

DEPUTY MASON
el | ?

Tesl a says not hi ng.

DEPUTY MASON
Maybe you were wrong about --

The buil di ng EXPLCODES.

Jack drops to his knees and curls up in a ball, but Tesla
stands his ground as debris rains down around him

TESLA
| am never wong...

JACK'S POV: Up at Tesla, holding out his cane..

TESLA
...and | never lie.

...Jack takes it and is helped to his feet.
The wor kshop WALLS tunble inwards with a CRASH

TESLA
Oh, the neighbors are never going
to forgive ne for this one.

ROOF EDGE
Tesl a searches the busy street bel ow

DEPUTY MASON
| don’t understand. What is so
i mportant about your notebook?

TESLA

(still searching)
My dear boy, that book hol ds every
invention and idea | have ever
concei ved of. You think that death
ray is something to fear, it is
not hi ng conpared to what is
contained in that notebook if it
should fall into the wong hands.

DEPUTY MASON
My God... is it in your nature to
desi gn such horrendous things,
M ster Tesla?
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TESLA
What | do is neither inherently
evil nor inherently good. It is the
man who uses the tool that decides
its purpose.

Tesla spots a Man in Black hiding in an alley across the
street. They nmake eye contact.

TESLA
Got cha

Deputy Mason |owers his COLT SERVI CE REVOLVER into vi ew.

| mredi ately, though, Tesla knocks his arns up with his cane,
causing the GUNto FIRE into the air.

The Man in Black spins around the corner and di sappears.
TESLA

Not every situation can be easily
sol ved with your mechanica

violence. W still do not know who
he is or where ny notebook has gone
t o!

DEPUTY MASON
M ster Tesla, we have a certain way
of doing things --

TESLA
-- Yes, | can see that! Shoot first
and ask questions later. Try to
keep your Anerican cowboy ego in
check!

Tesla junps over the edge of the building and grabs the fire
escape | adder with his cane which slows his nmonmentumto a
gentl e hop.

STREET

he then runs after a TROLLEY passing by. He uses his cane
again to pull hinself aboard.

BACK TO ROOF

Meanwhi | e, Deputy Mason starts clinbing down, and not very
gracefully either, to follow...
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BACK TO TROLLEY

Tesl a approaches the fleeing Man in Black. He pumels him
over the back of the head with his cane causing himto
stunble and fall. Tesla hops off --

ALLEY
The Man in Black picks up his hat and glares at Tesl a.
TESLA
(wavi ng cane)
Return to nme what is mne or the

foul end of my cane shall neet the
good end of your head!

The Man in Black draws a SWORD conceal ed i nside his jacket.

TESLA
So, it is a fight you want!
Tesla takes up a fencing stance -- his cane as his weapon of
choi ce.
TESLA
I will have you know | was the four-
time fencing chanpion at Oxford.

The Man in Black unl eashes a CHAIN WH P, grabbing Tesla’s
cane and throwing it away.

TESLA
Wl | that’s just cheating!

Unar med, Tesl a backs away when a GUNSHOT to the | eg sends the
Man in Bl ack down.

Just up the street, Deputy Mason re-hol sters his weapon.

DEPUTY MASON
Protocol, M ster Tesl a.

TESLA
(unanused)

Quite.

DEPUTY MASON
Now t hat he is wounded... and
st opped, we can question him

Tesl a recovers his cane and confronts the nan.
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TESLA
G ve ne back what is mne you
t hi ef !

The Man in Bl ack stunbl es backwards, hol ding his bl oody I eg.

Jack raises his revolver again -- but the Man in Bl ack
di sappears behind a trolley -- Jack lowers his gun as both
men walk into --

EXT. NEWYORK CI TY - STREET

-- and watch as the Man in Black clinbs aboard the trolley
RUMBLI NG away.

TESLA
Per haps the services of automated
transportati on would be in order?

Jack gives Tesla the “look” and then darts into the street to
gi ve chase on foot.

Tesl a shakes his head at the futile nove. He then spots a
vacant AUTO parked on the side of the street.

TESLA
Ah... fortune smles...

He approaches --

NEAR AUTO

He pl aces his hat on the roof and then opens the side hood.
Tesla's extraordinary m nd di sassenbl es the sinple two-stroke
conmbustion engi ne piece by piece, allow ng every conponent,

every screw, nut, and bolt to be seen in vivid detail in his
mnd s eye. This is “Tesla Vision.”

Tesla retrieves his tools frominside his jacket pocket --

t weaks things here and there -- renoves parts -- puts them
back -- slams the hood closed -- grabs his hat -- starts the
engi ne -- takes off.

STREET

Deputy Mason is breathing hard and | osing the chase -- he
stops -- out of breath -- he HEARS a HORN HONK behi nd him

Tesla slides up in the jalopy and pushes the door open.

TESLA
Get inl
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DEPUTY MASON
(half in half out)
Do you know how to drive?

TESLA
Sinple... just depress the
accel eroneter and --
Jack is nearly swept off his feet as the car takes off --
STREET

against all logic, the auto dodges through traffic -- but the
poor autonobile was never nmeant to operate at this capacity --

ENG NE
snoke and flames pop out from under the hood --
AUTOMOBI LE

TESLA
Oh dear.

They approach the troll ey.

Jack | eans out -- hands grab the railing -- he junps to the
deck -- stretches for Tesla -- they struggle to connect --

t he auto wobbl es back and forth -- the flanes spread -- Tesla
pushes out for Jack’s hand -- he is snatched fromthe jaws of
death as the engi ne EXPLODES - -

STREET

t he poor jalopy rolls and burns --

I NT. TROLLEY

The Man in Black linps over and jans a knife into the
controls -- passengers and the conductor disenbark while the
tramis still in notion

Jack and Tesla close in --

The Man in Black draws his sword -- slashes at Tesla who
hol ds up his cane for defense -- the out of control trolley
rocks violently -- Tesla falls towards the edge -- Jack grabs

his jacket and pulls himback while avoiding the injured Man
in Bl ack.

TESLA
That was cl ose!
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The Man in Black slashes Jack’s suit, cutting his arm-- He
wi nces and pulls back -- The Man in Bl ack HEARS his CUE above
and SALUTES before scranmbling up to the roof.

TESLA
Deputy Mason! He is fleeing!

EXT. TROLLY ROOF

The Man in Black gl ances up and reaches for a rope fluttering
over his head -- his partner in crine encouraging himto
reach from above --

BACK TO TROLLEY

Tesl a and Deputy Mason |lean out only to see a Zeppelin | unber
into view from behi nd several buildings. The airship blots
out the sun |ike a huge forboding nonolith.

G ant snoke stacks belch their black poison into the air as
st eam power ed GEARS THUMP, THUMP, THUMP in the bg.

TESLA
Remar kabl e!

Jack shimm es up a brass pole to --

BACK TO ROOF

with the trolley jostling around and a fierce wind battering
both nmen, the Man in Black extends his armfor the rope --

Jack grabs his leg, tripping him-- the notebook spills from
hi s pocket and slides towards the edge of the trolley --

BACK TO TROLLEY
Tesla strains against the railing --
TESLA
(cat chi ng not ebook)
Got it!
BACK TO ROOF

Deputy Mason gets to his feet and reaches for his revol ver
but --

Jack’ s shoul der hol ster has been cut -- he | ooks up at the
The Man in Black hol ding the FI REARM as he takes off -- Jack
| eaps after him-- too |ate!

Jack watches the Man in Bl ack as he snm | es and waves
“goodbye” hol ding his service revol ver.
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The airship plods away -- but Jack gl ances ahead and sees a
bi gger problem-- a quickly approaching dead end at the
river.

DEPUTY MASON
Tesl a!

BACK TO TROLLEY

Tesl a tucks his notebook away as he gl ances up at the sane
probl em Jack joins him

TESLA
| suggest we vacate this trolley
before it’'s undesirabl e destination
i's reached!

DEPUTY MASON
You' Il get no argunents from ne!

STREET

Tesla and Jack both junp fromthe speeding trolley --

HAND CARTS

Tesla lands in a pile of feather down pillows pulled by an
ASI AN | MM GRANT -- while Jack dives head first into a baker’s
cart filled with flour and yeast -- a giant cloud erupts into
the air --

Pl ER

The trolley collides with the concrete barrier and shatters
into a mllion pieces before tunbling into the water.

EXT. SI DEWALK - DAY
Tesl a brushes hinself off. Afew feathers fly here and there.
The ghostly white figure of Jack Mason joins him
DEPUTY MASON
(coughi ng)
Nor mal day for you?

TESLA
You’ d be surprised.

Jack col |l apses to the sidewal k, exhausted.
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TESLA (Q.S.)
C nmon al ong, Deputy Mason, no tine
to rest! W have work to do!

Jack grabs his hat off the ground, dusts it off, and then
follows Tesla -- a white dust cloud stream ng behind him

EXT. WORKSHOP (RUBBLE) - DAY
FI REFI GHTERS douse the few charred remmants and bri cks.

DEPUTY MASON
I"msorry, Mster Tesla.

TESLA
| always thought | was safe. |
want ed so desperately for America
to be nmy new hone. But | see now
that war has foll owed ne even here.

DEPUTY MASON
And it won't stop, Tesla.

Pause.

TESLA
G aci ous, Danny! Danny?!
(to hinself)
Now where has that boy gone off
to...?

DEPUTY MASON
Tesl a?

TESLA
Deputy Mason, in |ight of recent
devel opnents | believe your offer
is quite acceptable.

DEPUTY MASON
Wll that’'s a relief...

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. ENGLI SH CHANNEL - NI GHT - ESTABLI SH NG

Several SHI PS of the Royal British Naval fleet CHUG across
the cold, glassy waters.

A SAILOR in the crow s nest keeps a weather eye out for any
CGer man U- Boat s.
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I NT. BUNKER - NI GHT

The sil houette of GRIGORI RUM NOV wat ches the ships through a
spygl ass. His face hidden throughout the scene.

GRIGORI (OS.)
They think they are safe by huggi ng
t he shore... They are m staken.
He turns towards his LI EUTENANT.

GRIGORI (O'S.)

Destroy it!

LI EUTENANT
Sir, there are wonmen and chil dren
aboar d.

GRIGORI (OS.)
No nercy will be given! Qur justice
will be swift and terrible. The war
machine will press on at all costs.
O shall | tell the Kaiser of your
noral hesitations?!

LI EUTENANT
No, sir!

GRIGORI (OS.)
Destroy theml Destroy all of them

The |ieutenant CLICKS his HEELS and sal utes.

LI EUTENANT
(in German; subtitled)
Prepare to fire!

QUTSI DE BUNKER

Two massive bonb bay doors open and the barrel of the death
ray extends. A vast static build-up can be felt, resulting in
t he CRACKLE of LI GHTENI NG and BOOM NG THUNDER

EXT. SH P DECK

An officer sips his tea as several flashes of |ightning catch
his eye in the distance.

OFFI CER
Bugger. |t appears a storm nmay nove
in.
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BACK TO BUNKER
Gigori peers through his spygl ass.

GRIGORI (O S.)
(whi sper)
Fire.

BACK TO SH P DECK

The officer’s tea cup SHAKES across the railing before
falling over the edge and SMASHI NG on the deck bel ow.

Hi s hands VI BRATE resting on the ships railing.

A blinding white light grows on the sailor’s horror-stricken
face in the crow s nest.

BACK TO BUNKER

THROUGH SPYGLASS: the orange hue of a fireball just on the
hori zon.

VON BRAUN, a special nmediator in full mlitary uniform and
signature Pickel haube hat, CLEARS his THROAT.

VON BRAUN
They have fail ed.

GRIGORI (OS.)
| told you it would not be so easy.
Where i s he now?

VON BRAUN
Wth the American... and they have
t he not ebook.

GRIGORI (OS.)
| think it is time to force his
hand. Alert Mster Brown in
Washi ngton for the go ahead.
Von Braun CLICKS his HEELS before | eaving.
Grigori renoves a small LOCKET from around his neck.
I NSERT - LOCKET

The faded photo of a RAVEN HAI RED WOVAN, placid, staring, in
afrilly Victorian dress.

BACK TO SCENE
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GRIGORI (O'S.)

(1 ongi ng)
Nadi a. .

Gigori closes the Iocket and grips it tightly.

DI SSCLVE TO:
INT. TRAIN - DINING CAR - NI GHT
Tesla sits alone, enjoying his nmeal, deep in thought.

IN FRONT OF HM three cotton napkins stacked neatly to his
right, three glasses of water at 12, 2, and 10 around the
three plates that contain his nmeal with each portion set
aside fromthe rest so as not to touch

WOVAN (O S.)
Excuse me, sir. Are you N kol a
Tesl a?

TESLA
(gl anci ng upwar d)
I am

WOVAN
| hope you would not find it too
forward of me, but | was wondering
if I may join you?

Tesl a pauses as he dabs the corners of his nouth with his
napki n.

TESLA
My young | ady, while your
appearance is visually stunning, |
woul d find your conpany to be both
intellectually nonotonous and
socially inappropriate. Now, if you
don’t mnd, please renove yourself
frommny sight so that I may go
about enjoying ny neal in peace.

The spiritually broken young woman turns a hue of crinson
before turning and bunping into Jack as he passes. He sits.

DEPUTY MASON
Do you al ways eat al one, M ster
Tesl a?

TESLA

I find it difficult to keep worthy
company around.



Pause.

He holds up a small picture, but Tesla is inattentive.

DEPUTY MASON
What about your famly? Surely you
have sonebody of a blood rel ation?

TESLA
My father passed away when | was 3,
nmy not her fourteen years, siXx
nont hs, and twel ve days after.

DEPUTY MASON
And your hone?

TESLA
CGone. .. forever.

DEPUTY MASON
How?

TESLA
War, Deputy Mason. War.

DEPUTY MASON
" msorry.
(hesitates)
| have a wife... Marie. She just
gave birth to our second daughter
this past Septenber. Qur oldest is
Si X.

TESLA
Li ving the Anmerican Dreanf

DEPUTY MASON
Trying... | guess.

TESLA
Tell ne, Deputy Mason... Wiy woul d
a man with such val uabl e
possessi ons choose such a dangerous
line of work?

DEPUTY MASON
To serve ny country.

TESLA
No... that’'s not it...

29.
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A WAI TER del ivers Jack’s neal. He takes his utensils and then
peers around, searching for sonething. He STEALS one of
Tesl a’ s napkins.

I medi ately, the scientist’s nobod changes. He tosses the
napkin fromhis |lap down, stands and buttons his jacket.

TESLA
I have suddenly | ost ny appetite, |
hope you have a pl easant evening,
Deputy Mason

Jack is left to wonder what he had done to anger the
brilliant man.

He uses his knife to slide a crystal glass of water out of
the way and then notices Tesla’s neticul ous place setting.

DI SSOLVE TO
I NT. GOVERNMENT BUI LDI NG - HALLWAY - NI GHT
A MMN in a three piece suit walks swiftly down the enpty hal
adorned with presidential paintings. He approaches a door but
stops and turns, checking to nake sure he was not followed.
H's collar Iowers and the mark of the Black Hand is clearly
vi sible on the back of his neck. He then slips through,
unnoticed. The witing on the door reads:
| NSERT - DOOR
DI RECTOR WLLI AM H MORAN
UNI TED STATES SECRET SERVI CE DEPARTMENT
I NT. OFFI CE - CONTI NUQUS

DI RECTOR MORAN i s bent over his desk, signing orders and
readi ng reports when his door is thrown open.

The Director | ooks up at the man. He squints.

DI RECTOR MORAN
| know you. ..

The man hol ds up Deputy Mason’s service revolver and fires
TWD SHOTS -- one in the chest and the other in the head.

Director Moran falls backwards out of his chair dead.

The man NEVER FLI NCHES as he | ays the gun down where he
stands before | eaving.
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I NT. TRAI'N STATI ON - PLATFORM - MORNI NG

The train pulls in and expels a giant cloud of steam
Hundr eds of passengers null around on the crowded platform

Jack and Tesla are carried along towards the exit.

Three PLAIN CLOTHES AGENTS |ine up behind the oblivious duo
and keep a safe distance. But both Jack and Tesla get a hint
of the danger when several POLICE OFFICERS forma |line up
ahead.

TESLA
G acious, there are a lot of
officers of the |aw up there.
wonder who they're waiting for?

Jack’s eyes then lock onto an artist’s rendering of both he
and Tesla on a wanted poster. He snatches it.

DEPUTY MASON
(showi ng Tesl a)
I think us.

TESLA
| say, not a very good |ikeness.

DEPUTY MASON
C non!

They turn, but Jack instantly recogni zes the agents.

DEPUTY MASON
Wait! Not that way either. U S
Mar shal s.

They turn again.

TESLA
(1 ooki ng back)
Are you sure?

DEPUTY MASON
Pretty sure. | went to the acadeny
with that one!

Both Tesla and Jack take off through the crowd. The agents
and police give chase.

As Tesla passes a waiting train, he uses the curved end of
his cane to pull a |ever, releasing a scorching plunme of
steam repelling their pursuers.



32.

TRAI'N STATI ON - MOMENTS LATER

POLI CE CAPTAIN
Any sign of thenf!

OFFI CER #1
No sir!

POLI CE CAPTAI N
Wl |, keep searching. They have to
be around here sonewhere!
TRAI' N PLATFORM - AT THE SAME TI ME
A fewrail |ines away, A WOVAN and her THREE SMALL CHI LDREN
huddl e together. They are startled as Tesla and Jack roll out
fromunderneath a train.

The wonan cl utches her children to her bosom

DEPUTY MASON
Econony cl ass?
WOVAN
(showi ng tickets)
C- C Coach.
DEPUTY MASON
Good choi ce.
TESLA
(tips hat)
Ma’ am

Both nmen RUSH of f.
EXT. ALLEY - MOVENTS LATER
Tesl a and Jack duck out of sight as nore police jog past.

TESLA
VWell, this is a tad i nconveni ent.

Jack sw pes a paper from a nearby newsstand.

DEPUTY MASON
(readi ng)
... Deputy Jonat han Mason and
Ni chol as Tesl a. ..

TESLA
(to hinmself, in bg)
Ni kola. My nane is N kola. N-1-K .
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DEPUTY MASON
(readi ng)
...considered arnmed and
dangerous... wanted for treason
sedition and the nmurder of Director
Mor an!

TESLA
G aci ous!

DEPUTY MASON
What the hell is going on?

TESLA
It seens the hands of fate are
bei ng mani pul ated to work agai nst
us. And I know who is behind it. |
just did not realize how far his
reach had gotten, or how

treacherous he had becone. | fear

we are all in grave danger. ..
DEPUTY MASON

Mari el

I NT. HOUSE - CONTI NUQUS
Jack thrusts the front door open of his nodest hone.

DEPUTY MASON
Mari el

He frantically searches each room

DEPUTY MASON
MARI E!

A young worman casual ly wal ks out coddling a baby. This is
MARI E MASON.

MARI E
What are you doi ng honme?

Jack i medi ately hugs both of them

MARI E
I s sonet hing wong? Jacki e?

TESLA (Q. S.)
Perhaps | can expl ain..

Marie is taken back by the odd scientist standing in the
door way.
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TESLA

| amafraid it is all ny fault...
MARI E

Honey, who is this? Wat is going

on?
| NT. BEDRCOM - CONTI NUOUS

Jack | aces up his suspenders over a fresh collard shirt. He
t hen puts on his double gun shoul der hol ster.

MARI E
What if you don’t come back?

DEPUTY MASON
1”1l conme back.

Jack brings up a BOX fromunder the bed and renoves two
sparkling 1851 Navy U. S. Marshal .44 Caliber Revol vers.

MARI E
What are we supposed to do?

He checks each gun before sliding theminto their holster
under each arm

DEPUTY MASON
Take the auto. Stay with ny parents
in Ohio.

Mari e hands himhis jacket and he slips it on.

MARI E
Jack?

DEPUTY MASON
It’s not safe here.

She’s not convi nced. Jack HUGS her.

DEPUTY MASON
It’s going to be alright. 1’ m not
goi ng al one.

MARI E
I know, but... There's sonething
about him..

DEPUTY MASON
Honey, | know what |’ m doing.



35.

MARI E
What are you doi ng?

DEPUTY MASON
Looki ng for ny chance to becone a
full-tinme agent... maybe even the
head of ny own team Which could
mean a better life for you... and
for the girls.

MARI E
| just want you... here...

DEPUTY MASON

I don’t just want to be another no-
nane-hick with rock’s in his head!

| can be sonmebody, Marie! | can be
sonet hi ng nore..

Jack feels a little tug on his pants. He | ooks down at his
ol dest daughter, ELIZABETH (6), peering up. He scoops her
into his arms.

DEPUTY MASON
Hey there, sunshine, are you going
to be good for nomy?

She nods while fiddling with his tie, never making eye
cont act .

DEPUTY MASON
You' re not going to give grandma
and grandpa too nuch trouble, are
you?
She shakes her head “no,” still |ooking down.
She finally lifts her head up.

ELI ZABETH
Wiy do you have to | eave again?

Jack can only kiss her on the forehead and hold her cl ose.
I NT. FAMLY ROOM - AT THE SAME TI ME
Tesla is sitting, waiting.

The LI TTLE BABY starts crawling towards him Tesla watches,
nervously -- his eyes darting to her, back, to her, back..
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TESLA
(nervous)
Deputy Mason?

Not hi ng. The baby gets cl oser.
TESLA
(whi ni ng)
Jack?!

She gets within a few feet and Tesla uses the end of his cane
to gently push her back. She sits up and stares at him

TESLA
Stay. Stay. Bravo. | would give you
atreat if | had one. Perhaps a

t oken?
He renoves a SILVER DOLLAR from hi s pocket .

TESLA
Here you go.

The baby takes it and puts in her nouth.
Jack returns.

DEPUTY MASON
VWhere to first?

TESLA
I have a friend in Paris that may
be able to shed sone |ight on
things. | just hope we can find
hi m

Jack kisses his wife and | eaves her hol ding the baby with
El i zabeth clinging to her sunmer dress.

The baby coughs up the silver dollar on the floor. It spins.
FADE TGO
EXT. SH P - N GHT - ESTABLI SH NG

The OCEAN LI NER slowy cuts through the choppy waters of the
Atl antic headi ng east.

BRI DGE
The CAPTAI N wanders about, checking on his CREW
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CAPTAI N
How are we | ooki ng?

FI RST MATE
We shoul d make port in a few hours.

CAPTAI N
Excel l ent. Keep her on our current
headi ng, twelve knots. No rush.

FI RST MATE
Yes sir.

He then steps outside for some fresh air.
DECK

Jack stands near the railing, watching the water as it churns
past... deep in thought.

TESLA (Q.S.)
| envy your life, Deputy Mason

Jack turns and gives Tesla a surprised | ook.

DEPUTY MASON
The grass is always greener..
TESLA
Quite. ..
DEPUTY MASON
Vell, if it makes you feel any
better... |I marvel at all the

t hi ngs you can do.

TESLA
Don’ t.

DEPUTY MASON
Tesla... you're brilliant. You're
on magazi ne covers -- and -- and

known all over the world. It shal
be your nane they inscribe on
statues and buildings. It will be
your nane peopl e renenber.

TESLA
But these things do not make a good
life. It is the sinple things, the
i ntangi ble: love, famly,
friendship.

( MORE)
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Such abstract ideas have no pl ace
inalife of science and reason..
inny life.

(swal | ows hard)
You don’t know how | ucky you are..
If you haven't noticed... | have a
hard time controlling nyself...
around peopl e. ..

DEPUTY MASON
Real | y?

TESLA
No, it is a fact.
(he doesn’t get it)

| just find it bothersone... even
tiring to put on all the fakeries
of socialization. I want to get
better. | believe | can get better.

Long pause.

DEPUTY MASON
Tell nme nore about your friend...

TESLA
Gigori? Wll, first he’s Russian
by birth, not German. He was born a
bastard to a prostitute nother who
| ater contracted Syphilis when he
was 13 and died a year |ater, he
never knew his father... but the
runor was he was a drunkard in the
Russian Army. After roami ng the
streets for nuch of his teenage
life, he found his way to Austria.
After proving his intelligence, he
was awarded a scholarship to the
Institute in Graz. That is where |
met him We had such high hopes..
silly hopes it turns out.

DEPUTY MASON
Way’ s that?

TESLA
There was sonet hing el se inside
hi m sonet hing darker he coul d not
contr ol
(recounting)
He woul d al ways play these ganes
with me and the other students.

38.
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DEPUTY MASON
Ganes?

TESLA
M nd ganmes, god ganes. | don’t
know. But whatever he realized,
what ever he achi eved, it never
seened to be enough

BACK TO BRI DCE

The captain is just about to retire for the night when a few
flashes of |ightning catch his eye.

FI RST MATE
What is it, captain?

CAPTAI N
I haven't the foggiest...

BACK TO DECK

Tesl a and Jack’s conversation is suddenly interrupted when
several PASSENGERS point in stunned anazenent at the SKY and
remark “Look at that!” “What is it?” “Are they fireworks?”

DEPUTY MASON
I have never seen anything like it.
Li ghtening without a cloud in the
sky?
Tesl a | ooks down, deep in thought and MJUMBLI NG

DEPUTY MASON
VWat is it?

He then charges for the stairs.
BRI DGE - CONTI NUCUS
Tesla thrusts the door open.
TESLA
I need to see the captain
i medi at el y!
The FI RST MATE steps forward.
FI RST MATE
Passengers aren’t allowed on the
bri dge.

Deputy Mason finally arrives. He flashes his badge.
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DEPUTY MASON
Deputy John Mason of the United
St ates Marshal Servi ce.

FI RST MATE
I don't care if you' re the King of
Engl and, there are no passengers
al l oned on the bridge.

CAPTAI N
I’mthe Captain, what's all the
ruckus?

TESLA

Captain, you need to turn this ship
i medi ately on a different heading,
any headi ng.

CAPTAI N
What’' s he tal ki ng about ?

FI RST MATE
|l tried to tell himsir --

DEPUTY MASON
Captain, you should listen to him
no matter how crazy it sounds.

CAPTAI N
| don’t even know who he is.

TESLA
I am Ni kola Tesla, and I'mtrying
to save your life.

Mate puts his hands on Tesla' s shoul der.

FI RST MATE
kay, to the brig, both of ya.

DEPUTY MASON
Pl ease don’t do that...

FI RST MATE
And why not ?

Deputy Mason pulls both his revol vers.

DEPUTY MASON
Because he doesn’t |ike to be
t ouched. . .

The crew put their hands up.
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CAPTAI N
kay, easy now young sir. Let’s not
do anyt hi ng rash.

This whole tinme, the |ightning has been growing in intensity.

DEPUTY MASON
Okay, Tesla, do sonething.

TESLA
I"'mtoo late. ..

THROUGH W NDOW Wth lightning fast speed, the death ray cuts
across the water towards the ship. Tine slows.

SHI P

is bifurcated. The bow dips into the water, BOARDS SNAP,
METAL CREAKS.

BRI DGE

Jack, Tesla, and the crew | aunch forward violently, sea water
pours in.

SHI P
lists to one side as people junp OVERBOARD and grab whatever

is floating nearby. ALARM BELLS BLARE and PECPLE SCREAM i n
pani c.

FADE TGO
EXT. OCEAN - N GHT
Four oars dip in and out of the water -- a small craft floats
through -- a light darts around, surveying the w eckage.

A SOLDI ER spots sonet hi ng.

SOLDI ER
(in German; subtitled)
| see one!

The light |ands on a desperate figure slung over a piece of
drifting furniture. It is N kola Tesla.

FADE QOUT.

MAN #1 (O.S.)
I think he’s com ng around..
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TESLA'S POV: blurry imges of a few nen and wonen hoveri ng
over himcone into view.

I NT. HOLDI NG CELL - NI GHT

Tesla sits up. A portly man with a thick CH SW CK ACCENT

hel ps him

CHI SW CK
Are you alright, mster --

TESLA

Tesla, N kola Tesla, The world’ s

greatest --

Everyone stares bl ankly.

Several SOLDI ERS keep watch, wearing their traditional

TESLA
Never m nd
(gat hers hinsel f)
Where is this? Wiere are we?

CH SW CK

Yer guess is as good as nine.
snatched us fromthe water. ..

(i ndi gnant)
Sone rescue. .
TESLA
Who?
CHI SW CK

Who do you think?
(noddi ng/ poi nti ng)
The Krauts.

| eat her Pi ckel haube and pall ets.

TESLA
They’ re not Ger man.

CHI SW CK
What ?

TESLA

They’'re not German, they're
Ser bi an.

(he doesn’t believe him
Trust ne.

They
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CHI SW CK
Vel |, whoever they is... they ain't
the nost friendly blokes |I've net.

Tesl a gl ances around the cell at the huddl ed nasses: scared,
di shevel | ed, and in shock.

TESLA
There was a nman. Bl ond. Anerican.
Have you seen hin?

CHI SW CK
Can’t say that | have...

TESLA
Is there anyone el se?

CHI SW CK
Nah. None that | can tell

Tesl a sits back down.

CH SW CK
Was he a friend of yours?

TESLA
Not vyet...

EXT. SHOAL - CONTI NUOUS

Unconsci ous and clinging to a piece of the ship, Deputy Mason
washes ashore near the fortified bunker.

DI SSCLVE TO:
I NT. HOLDI NG CELL - N GHT
Several soldiers arrive. The prisoners stand.

SOLDI ER #1
(in Serbian; subtitled)
Escort themto the train for
di sposal

TESLA
(in Serbian; subtitled)
You shall not! The Hague Convention
of 1907 prohibits the execution of
prisoners in time of war.

SOLDI ER #1
(in Serbian; subtitled)
Ah, sone intelligence.
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The soldiers continue to take a few of the prisoners.

TESLA
You will cease this foolish
endeavor and rel ease us to the
proper authorities.

The SOLDI ER | ooks at his buddies and they all smle and
[ightly chuckle. He then strikes Tesla, knocking hi m back.

SOLDI ER #1
Keep your lips closed!

(spits)
Peasant!

Tesla is helped to his feet. The door slans and the Sol dier
points at him threateningly.

TESLA
Listen to ne! LISTEN Be
r easonabl e!

But his words fall on deaf ears.

TESLA
| do not understand...

EXT. BUNKER - NI GHT

Deputy Mason crawl s al ong the rocky exterior and peers in
t hrough one of the access ports.

HE SEES. A FI GURE just out of sight surrounded by a group of
SCLDI ERS, all of them saluting and CHANTI NG

DEPUTY MASON
Well this is just all kinds of
ugly, isn't it?

A RIFLE is thrust into his view Jack |ooks up.

SCLDI ER #2
Guten tag.

Jack rolls his eyes as he gets to his feet with his arns
rai sed.

DEPUTY MASON

(poi nting)
Der Kai ser!

The sol dier turns and Jack wenches the rifle away using the
butt end to knock his captor unconscious.
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DEPUTY MASON
| can’t believe that worked.

I NT. HOLDI NG CELL

Tesla is sitting and thinking.

A COWOTI ON just out of sight grabs his attention.

The prisoners wait apprehensively... a SOLD ER appears.
SOVEONE t hen smashes the soldier’s head into the bars from
behi nd, knocki ng hi m out.

Behi nd him Deputy Mason sniles.

TESLA
Jack!

DEPUTY MASON
M ss nme?

TESLA
No, | uh...

DEPUTY MASON
Yeah, | m ssed you to.

TESLA
Real | y?

DEPUTY MASON
Li ke a father m sses his annoying
brat of a child.

Tesla’s face drops.
Chi swi ck takes Jack’s hand.

CHI SW CK
| cannot thank you enough! Bless ya
fine sir!
(to Tesla)
Take care and good | uck.

An_ALARM BLARES.

TESLA
Go! W'll draw them of f!

Jack and Tesla go the other direction.
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I NT. BUNKER - MOMENTS LATER

Both nmen twi st their way through the maze of tunnels and
i nner workings of the fortification.

As Tesla turns a corner, arifle is stuck in his face.

Jack tries to react but two guns are shoved in his face. He
can only hand over both weapons to the sol diers.

SOLDI ER #3
(i n Serbian)
vl k!

I NT. BUNKER - MAIN HALL - CONTI NUOUS

Tesl a and Jack are ushered inside. Tesla notices the two
giant iron doors closed on the far end, a set of train tracks
| eadi ng under the doors.

GRIGCORI (O S.)
Hello... old friend.

Tesla slowy turns.

Grigori descends a set of stairs. He is younger than Tesla,
with nearly white bl each-blond hair and shallow eyes. He is
wearing a mlitary-style dress uniform

TESLA
I wish this neeting were under
better circunstances.

GRI GORI
So do |... Ah, and the Marshal
Vel cone.

Jack gives a half sarcastic grin.

GRI GORI
Oh, and | amterribly sorry to hear
about your trouble at hone. Pi-ty.

DEPUTY MASON
You. . .

TESLA
Still playing ganes, Gigori?

Grigori reaches into Tesla s jacket pocket and renoves the
| eat her - bound NOTEBOOK
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GRI GOR
Don't worry, Tesla. | did get you
something in return.

A MEMBER of the Black Hand steps forward and presents him
with his cane. Tesla reaches for it, but the man drops it on
the ground. Tesla is forced to bend over to retrieve it.

Gigori is quite anused.

His attention then turns to the notebook. He savors the
nonment until Von Braun BARKS at himin German, snapping
Gigori fromhis trance. He begrudgi ngly hands over the
precious item

TESLA
I nust say, they certainly do have
you on a short |eash. | never knew
you to be anyone’s pet --
GRI GOR
S| LENCE
TESLA
(to Jack)

Il think I hit a nerve.

GRI GORI
You have no idea how |’ ve suffered!
What | have had to do to survive..
to be reborn.

TESLA
I loved her too...

GRI ORI
NO No! Don't even try to conpare
your suffering to ny own!

TESLA
And this is how you deal with your
grief? By turning to madness?

GRI GOR
I will show you just how m ghty I
have becone.
(comand)
Der Keil fdrm ge!

On the opposite side of the room the heavy iron doors open
and the Death Ray is RATCHETED into position.
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TESLA
Extraordi nary. .

H's “Tesla Vision” kicks into gear, dissecting the hul king
machi ne until every bolt, wire, and screwis drawn out. He
travels inside and out... and finds a weakness.

TESLA
(to himnself)
Got - cha

DEPUTY MASON
Stop admring the giant killing
machi ne.

TESLA
Sorry.

The Ray is |ocked into place. The cables are attached as
MEMBERS of the Bl ack Hand sl ave over the contraption.

TESLA
(to Gigori)
May | ?
Grigori’s vanity gets the best of him

TESLA
Most i npressive!

He pokes his head inside and his derby pops off "accidently”.

TESLA
Qops.

Gigori rolls his eyes. Tesla roots around inside for his
hat .

GRI GOR
Enough!

Two SOLDI ERS pul |l himback as he replaces the hat on his
head.

TESLA
Sorry. Sorry about that.

GRI ORI
And now, for the full power.

Grigori SNAPS his fingers and the bonb bay doors open
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TESLA
What are you doi ng?

GRI GOR
Showi ng you the future.

LI EUTENANT (O. S.)
Merchant ship bearing 0 2 1 5.
D stance: Two point two kil oneters.

TESLA
Gigori...
GRI GORI
Lock on and prepare to fire.
TESLA
Gigori!
GRI GORI

Not this tinme, N kolal You can't
stop ne this tine.

A I ow HUM and VWH RRI NG bui |l ds as the generators anmass the
proper charge. ELECTRI CI TY CRACKLES -- flashes of |ightening.
The Ray extends through the doors.

TESLA

Gigori, |I"masking you nicely,

pl ease don’t do this.
GRI GOR

Do you beg?
TESLA

| plead.
GRI GOR

Do you bow?
TESLA

| submit to the better! Just stop
GRI GOR

I know and I will show you.

(in Serbian; subtitled)
Fire at will!
Grigori stares at Tesla -- both unresponsive in their gaze --

Gigori breaks first.

Tesla takes a few steps back. He then takes a few nore.
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Deputy Mason | ooks at the enpty space next to him He sees
Tesl a backi ng up.

Slightly alarnmed... he decides to join him

DEPUTY MASON
What are we doi ng?

TESLA
| warned him Didn't | warn hinf

DEPUTY MASON
What did you do?

TESLA
I didnt want it to cone to this.

DEPUTY MASON
What did you do?!

TESLA
Am | a bad person, Jack? AmI the
traitor?

Deputy Mason gl ances at the MACHINE. There's a problem

TESLA
\What ever happens, run.

DEPUTY MASON
Tes --

TESLA
-- Run, Jack. Just run.

The count down begi ns.

Grigori glances back at the enpty space -- then Tesla and
Jack crouching down -- he puts everything together.

The TECHNI Cl AN reaches zero --

GRI GOR
Stop! NO STOP!
Too late -- the Death Ray fires -- sparks -- nechanica
failure -- the cables blow off -- a magnificent hol ocaust --
expl osions -- pieces of netal scatter everywhere --

Tesl a and Deputy Mason are bl own back along with Gigori.



51.

SEVERAL M NUTES LATER
Men SHOUT and flee as fires rage.
Deputy Mason wanders over to Tesla as he gets to his feet.

TESLA
| thought | told you to run.

DEPUTY MASON
Prot ocol - never |eave a man
behind. Are you alright?

TESLA
Still in one piece... fortunately.

Jack can see his revolvers under a flam ng piece of debris.
But before he can get to them--

Von Braun | eaps out and draws his sword.
DEPUTY MASON
What is it with you people and
swor ds?
He | unges at Jack, causing himto trip and fall.

VON BRAUN
Ameri can swi nel

But just before he strikes, Tesla pummels the German over the
head with a heavy pi pe.

DEPUTY MASON
Good - Job - Tesl a.

Tesla drops the pipe and cleans his hands with his
handker chi ef .

TESLA
Good God that was awf ul

DEPUTY MASON
Grab the book!

Tesl a yanks his notebook from Von Braun's belt while Deputy
Mason risks burning his hand to grab his revol vers.

Tesla then spots Gigori through the flanes.

GRI GOR
What have you’ ve done?!
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TESLA
I warned you.

GRI GORI
Do you think you have stopped ne?!

Tesl a hol ds up the notebook.

TESLA
You want it?! You'll have to cone
and get it!

GRI GORI

A chal | enge | accept.
Gigori backs away and vani shes in the flames and snoke.

DEPUTY MASON (O S.)
Tesl a! C non!

Tesla pulls his hat down and chases after Jack.
EXT. BUNKER - MOVENTS LATER

Jack and Tesla energe fromthe chaos but are left w thout
recourse.

DEPUTY MASON
Now what ?

A HORN HONKS and a truck RUVBLES up. Chisw ck throws the
passenger door open --

CHI SW CK
Well, ¢’ nmon lads! Don’t just stand
there plumon yer arse!

Tesl a and Jack | ook at each other and then bound into the
truck.

I NT. BUNKER - AT THE SAMVE TI ME

The soldiers do their best to quell the fires as Gigori
wat ches the truck di sappear in the distance.

VON BRAUN
Your orders?

GRI GOR
There is only one place he can
go... and do not return enpty

handed!
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Von Braun salutes and CLICKS his HEELS toget her.

VON BRAUN
Ya vohl!
GRI GOR
(to himnself)
One nore piece -- that is all that
is needed -- just one nore piece...

FADE TGO
EXT. TRAI'N STATI ON - DAY
Jack and Tesl a DI SEMBARK w t hout i ncident but --
Near one of the rivet-studded colums, a man wth bl ack,
W NDSOR- STYLE eye gl asses wat ches. W NDSOR | owers his
newspaper to spy on Tesla and the Marshal before RAISING it
again to hide his face.
EXT. STREET - DAY

Jack and Tesla round a corner and the full view of early 20th

century PARIS is seen in all its glory.
SUPER: “PARI' S, FRANCE”
DEPUTY MASON
This friend of yours... can we
trust hinf
TESLA

O that | am nost certain.

DEPUTY MASON
And what exactly is your
relationship...?

TESLA
He’s a former professor... very
gifted... if not alittle peculiar.

DEPUTY MASON
You think he’s peculiar? | gotta
meet this guy.

AROUND THE CORNER - -

Tesla and Jack are stopped by a | arge CROAD as hundreds of
troops march past, off to war.



54.

FRI ENDS, FAM LY, and FELLOW COUNTRYMEN have all gathered to
wi sh their brave young nen off to a “glorious death.”

DEPUTY MASON
They’'re so young...

TESLA
If they only knew the futility of
their actions...
(softly)
What a waste. ..

EXT. VILLA - DAY

Tesla’s cane WPES away the |IVY that has grown | ong and wld.

Underneat h: a set of CRYPTIC CHARACTERS -- a nessage to a
secret group of people.
TESLA
This should be it.
Tesl a KNOCKS -- no answer -- he knocks again. Jack checks the
door -- it’s unlocked -- he pushes it open.

They each give the other a QU ZzZI CAL | ook.

TESLA
After you.

Deputy Mason renoves one of his guns and takes the |ead --
I NT. VILLA - CONTI NUQUS

Newspapers and notes covered in equations are arranged in a
di shevel | ed ness while formul as have been scribbled on the
table tops and walls. Stacks of books, ordered from|l argest
to smal |l est decorate the house like little towers. The
bookshel ves |ay empty.

DEPUTY MASON
kay, that’'s just weird.

TESLA
Pr of essor! Prof essor?

BATHROOM

TESLA
Pr of essor ?

A light behind the shower curtain casts a FAM LI AR SHADOW
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EINSTEIN (O.S.)
Pay no attention to za nman behi nd
t he screen.

Tesl a peel s back the curtain and finds PROFESSOR ALBERT
EI NSTEI N (50s) reading in the bathtub.

TESLA
Pr of essor ?

El NSTEI N
(shrugs)
I van out of places to sit and
vead.

TESLA
Prof essor, it’'s ne.

Ei nstein puts on the EYE GLASSES dangling around his neck.

El NSTEI N
Und m ne eyes deceive ne... N kol a?
TESLA
Hel | o, Professor.
Ei nstein stands up, still in the tub, and takes Tesla by the
shoul ders.

El NSTEI N
Ni kol a, ny nost endearing pupil
Tell me, howis America? Wiat is it
i ke?

Jack enters, gun drawn. Einstein gives hima once up and
down.

El NSTEI N
(to Tesla)
Friend of yours?
SI TTI NG ROOM

Einstein throws his papers to the floor to clear the sofa.

El NSTEI N
Ack, excuse zee ness. | have such a
hard time getting around to
cleaning... so many zoughts, so
many i deas. ..

TESLA

It’s quite alright.
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Tesl a pl aces hi s handkerchi ef down and then sits.

Ei nstein continues to YAMMER as he wal ks into the kitchen for
tea cups, sugar, and the kettle. He returns.

El NSTEI N
(pouring tea)
Zo, what brings you all the way to

Pari s?

TESLA
Grigori Rum nov.

El NSTEI N
Ya?

TESLA

I’msorry to say that we had a nost
unhappy reuni on.

El NSTEI N
It does not surprise ne. He was a
troubl ed soul even before the
accident in Gaz.

TESLA

What have you heard about hinf?
El NSTEI N

Very little..

DEPUTY MASON
I-1"msorry... but what happened in
G az exactly?

El NSTEI N
Ni kola tried to stop Gigori during
an experinment... they | ost soneone

very close to them and they both
pai d a huge price.

(gat hers his thoughts)
It broke Gigori. He turned on
Ni kol a and then fled. H's hate
probably woul d have consuned himif
it were not for his brilliant mnd.
Once the Kai ser heard what he could
do, what he could think of... There
waz no goi ng back for him

TESLA
It is a sad day, indeed, when one
of our own crosses that |ine.

( MORE)
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TESLA(cont ' d)

And now he seeks to do nore harm
spreadi ng war and weaponry across
the farthest reaches of Europe and
Asi a.

El NSTEI N
Oh, I'"'mafraid it is nmuch worse
than that my friend. | think he
nmeans to conpl ete what you two
start ed.

Tesla is reserved -- pregnant pause.

DEPUTY MASON
VWhat’'s that?

TESLA
(chilling)
The Doonsday Devi ce.

DEPUTY MASON
What Doonsday Device?

TESLA
It was sonething that Gigori and |
had envi sioned... in our reckless

yout h. Sonet hing to prevent the
human race from destroying itself.
The concept is sinple - what
warring nations fear nore than each
other, is extinction, and this fear
woul d force peace.

DEPUTY MASON
You bastard! You knew.

TESLA
| had a feeling... nothing nore. |
had to be sure.

DEPUTY MASON
What have you done?! \Wose side are
you on anyway?!

Jack’ s bl ood boils.

TESLA
| amtruly sorry for the m stakes
t hat have been nmade, but we are
beyond bl ane. Just allow ne to fix
what | have wrought.



DEPUTY MASON
And what happens when he finishes
it? Wat then?!

Tesl a sni | es.

DEPUTY MASON
(al so smling)

What ?. .. You know sonet hi ng. You
sly dog... You have a secret that
will get us out of this ness. Tel
me!

TESLA

He still needs the key... a key he
nost likely did not know about
until recently. A key I hid --

DEPUTY MASON
-- in the notebook.

Tesl a nods.

DEPUTY MASON
Bul | y!

Tesla gets to his feet.

El NSTEI N
What do you intend to do now,
Ni kol a?

TESLA
Stop him

DEPUTY MASON
And how are we going to do that?

TESLA
No idea... But I'Il think of
sonething... | always do...
El NSTEI N
Is there anything I can help with?
TESLA
You have done nore than enough.
Thank you. | amjust sorry ny visit
has to be so brief... and under
such dire circunstances. | hope to

see you agai n.
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El NSTEI N
Ve will. Soon, this war will be
over and I will return to Germany

and continue ny work in peace till
ny end of days.

TESLA
| hope you are right.

El NSTEI N
Vhat nore coul d happen? How nuch
worse could it get?

Ei nstein leans in close to Jack.

El NSTEI N
Take good care of him

DEPUTY MASON
It ain"t himyou have to worry
about .
They | eave.
EXT. STREET - MOMENTS LATER

Tesla stops at an intersection.

TESLA
There is sonething | need to see
to... in private...
Tesl a wanders off in one direction. Jack hesitates... but

decides to | eave himal one. He heads off in the other
direction.

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. TRAIN - N GHT - ESTABLI SHI NG

A lone | oconptive traverses the barren | andscape. A few stray
NOTES froma VIOLIN float through the air.

| NT. CABOOCSE

Inside his lavishly decorated private parlor, Gigori is deep
in thought as he pounds out Mddest Missorgsky's "Il Vecchio
Castell 0" in G Mnor.

A MEMBER of the Bl ack Hand enters. He waits and then CLEARS
H S THROAT. Gigori stops, slightly annoyed.
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BLACK HAND
(handi ng note)
Urgent nmessage fromthe Kaiser

| NSERT - TELEGRAM
In plain, black type: “LOSS OF WEAPON A GREAT DI SAPPO NTMENT

STOP CONSTRUCTI ON MUST BE EXPEDI TED STOP FAI LURE W LL NOT BE
TOLERATED STOP DQOUBTI NG ABI LI TI ES END’

BACK TO SCENE
GRI GOR
(crunpl es tel egram
I ncrease speed and do not disturb
me further, | need tine to think.
The nmenber bows and quickly exits.

Gigori resunes playing... the sonber piece filling the
spaces without... and w thin.

FADE TGO
I NT. HOTEL ROOM - NI GHT
Jack slips off his jacket and | ays both sidearns down. He
pours sone water froma pitcher in the basin and splashes it
on his face.
He is drying off when -- KNOCK, KNOCK, KNOCK

CONCI ERGE (O. S.)
Monsi eur, tel egram

Jack grabs his gun and PULLS the HAMMER back before opening
t he door a crack.

Alittle Frenchman with greased hair peers up
CONCI ERGE
Pardon e nois, telegramfor
Monsi eur N kol a Tesl a.

DEPUTY MASON
Slip it through.

Jack puts the gun down to reach for the tel egram

At that time, a huge BRUTE of a man forces his way in.
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Jack reaches for his gun -- the Brute grabs that hand -- Jack
is forced against the wall -- the Brute's other hand on
Jack’s throat --

BRUTE
VWhere is Tesl a?

The Brute bashes his head against the wall for enphasis.

BRUTE
VWhere is Ni kol a Tesl a?!

DEPUTY MASON
Little guy, right? Walks funny?

The Brute heaves Jack up over his head -- tosses him across
the room-- broken furniture -- the Brute returns -- Jack
pops up swinging -- a right-hook across the jaw -- two quick

shots to the kidneys -- No effect --
DEPUTY MASON

Ah, damit.
HALLWAY
Jack expl odes through the door -- bounces off the opposite
wal | -- GROANI NG - -
The brute stornms after -- kicks Jack -- lifts himup --
BRUTE
Al I want is the notebook, ny

little Anerican friend.
DEPUTY MASON
(choki ng)
Sorry, can’t help ya.
The Brute pulls his fist back --

HENCHMAN #1 (O S.)
Stop! He can still be useful...
Bring hi m al ong.

The Brute knocks Jack unconsci ous and heaves himover his
shoul der. He carries the Marshal’s weapons in the other hand.

I NT. HOTEL LOBBY - LATER

Tesla enters. The man in the Wndsor d asses watches froma
couch near the fireplace. He peers around his newspaper.

As Tesl a passes the front desk --
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CONCI ERCGE (O S.)
Monsi eur, nonsi eur Tesl a.

He is handed a NOTE. He opens it -- Tesla s face turns ASHEN
and drops. He bolts for the door.

W ndsor tucks his paper away and gives chase.
EXT. HOTEL - CONTI NUOUS

Tesla HAILS a cab. Wndsor waits as a bl ack sedan picks him
up and foll ows.

EXT. TEXTILE FACTORY - N GHT

The taxi drops Tesla off and quickly | eaves. Tesla inspects
the factory. Dark. Enpty.

I NT. TEXTILE FACTORY - CONTI NUOUS
The door CREAKS as Tesla pushes it with his cane.

TESLA
Hel | 0?

Along the dark corridors, row after row of steam powered
machi nes and their nassive steel swing arns and gears now | ay
dor mant .

He enters.
TESLA
Hel | o! -- Anyone here?!
To his left -- a large two-prong knife switch. He SNAPS it
into place.

Wth a spark, the factory cones to life -- MACHI NES begin
CHUGE NG -- the overhead lights illumnate -- steamfills the
air.

Tesl a ducks and dodges the machinery in action as he ventures
further inside. He turns and is net by a pistol held by a
HENCHMAN who speaks with a THI CK COCKNEY ACCENT.

HENCHVAN #1
Wl |, hello there govna.

CONTROL ROOM

Tesla is prodded near the wall filled with switches, dials,
anal og neters and buttons.



63.

TWDO MORE HENCHMAN st and over Jack: bruised, bloody and cuffed
to a large pipe with a GAG over his nouth.

TESLA
Now, now, gentlenen. Perhaps we can
tal k about this.

HENCHVAN #1
The not ebook... please.

Jack struggl es, showi ng his di sagreenent.

Tesla funbles inside his jacket, his hand shaking. The nen
approach, threateningly.

TESLA
If I give you the book... then you
will let himgo?

HENCHVAN #1

O course. ..

Tesl a stunbl es around the equi prent, falling over |evers and
accidently hitting switches. He cringes and tries to correct
hi s bl under.

TESLA
Y-y-you prom se?
HENCHVAN #1
W do... wit a cherry on top.
He grins - little YELLOW CH CKLETS show bet ween chapped Ii ps.
HENCHVAN #2

Sone genius he is, he’s nothing but
a scared little pussy cat.

HENCHVAN #1
He's a coward.

TESLA
Yes, yes. You are certainly right
about that. | have no desire to

fight or die, both options seem
repulsive and if it were possible

t hat, perhaps, we could cone to a
mut ual agreenent, then this whole
situation could be resolved w thout
i nci dent .

Tesl a continues bunping into switches -- stunbling around
like a drunk -- stammering and stuttering --
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HENCHVAN #1
W have orders to bring you in,
with the book, alive. But no one
said nothin’ about unharned. | vote
we beat ‘imjust fo the fun of it.

TESLA
Pl ease, just take it and | eave!

The henchnen | ook past the notebook --

TESLA
Take it!

-- The Henchman reaches for it but pushes back.

HENCHVAN #1
Nah, we ainms to bring you in right
proper, just as ordered.

Tesla holds up his cane to the henchman’s chest --

TESLA
(pi ss and vinegar)
Pity you did not take mnmy Kkind
offer...

Tesl a shoves the henchman back while flinging the keys from
his belt into Jack’s lap using his cane --

TESLA
... because if there is one thing
you shouldn’t have let ne do, it’'s
flip all those sw tches.

Tesl a pushes one |l ast button with his cane, sending the steam
systeminto overload. A RUMBLING builds as a few caps bl ow
fromthe pressure.

Jack frees hinmself and renoves the gag.

HENCHMAN S POV: the dom nating shadow of Tesla |ording over
hi m
TESLA
Tell ne where he is!
The Henchman is too frightened.

TESLA
| can stop it! Tell ne where
Gigori is!
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HENCHVAN #1
W can’t, he’'ll kill wus!

Tesla points at themw th his cane.

TESLA
What do you think 1'mgoing to do?!

Anot her group of HENCHMVEN set up a machi ne gun from behind --

Jack tackles Tesla as a barrage of bullets SHATTER W NDO\S
and RI COCHET over head.

FACTORY FLOOR
Both nmen take cover behind sonme equi pnent.
TESLA
| dare say, that was rather rude of
t hem

Jack dunps the spent rounds fromhis revolver and rel oads.

DEPUTY MASON
Allow ne to return the favor!

He flicks his wist, closing the cylinder.
Anot her pi pe BURSTS as the RUMBLI NG i ncreases.
TESLA
Perhaps now is the tine for a hasty

retreat?

Jack FIRES a few nore shots giving both nen enough tine to
| ose the gunnmen in the confusion of the factory.

Al SLE
The duo run for their lives -- Jack grabs a chair at one of
the work stations -- tosses it at the scum frosted w ndow

ahead -- both nmen junp through the opening safely.
EXT. TEXTILE FACTORY - CONTI NUOUS

As both nmen get to their feet they are nmet by several heavily
armed German soldiers with Von Braun

They raise their hands.
DEPUTY MASON

(to Tesla)
Any nore ideas?
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TESLA
(to Jack)
Sorry, | just ran out.
VON BRAUN

Za not ebook, heir Tesl a.
Tesl a nervously | ooks back at the factory --

TESLA
Un well, see, there is a slight
situation developing and | think it
woul d be best if --
VON BRAUN TESLA
Kill him Wi t !

Tesl a tosses the Gernman hi s not ebook.

VON BRAUN
Winder bar !

From a side exit, several yards away, the three thugs that
tried to kill Jack and bl ackmail Tesla flee.

The soldiers are tenporarily distracted and Jack grabs Tesl a.
TESLA
(runni ng past)
Don't say | didn't warn you!

VON BRAUN
Shoot zem pl ease.

The SOLDI ERS turn to fire -- the factory expl odes -- huge

pi eces of shrapnel tear through the group -- seconds |ater
t he confusion subsides -- the soldiers start to give chase --
VON BRAUN

Nei n! W& have what we cane for.
Von Braun tucks the notebook under his belt.

VON BRAUN
Let’s go!

EXT. STREET - CONTI NUQUS
Jack and Tesla watch as the Germans depart.

TESLA
W nust do sonet hing.
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Jack watches several soldiers pile into a truck

DEPUTY MASON
kay, get ready...

Both men prepare to run when --
They are yanked from behind by three nmen and dragged away.
I NT. TOY SHOP - NI GHT
Littl e wooden puppets, wire airplanes, stuffed dolls and
crank-styl e automatons adorn the shelves around both Jack and
Tesla as they sit, staring, at WNDSOR, unbound.

W NDSOR

(flipping through a file)
W’ ve been follow ng you for sone

tinme... Mster Tesla and Jonat han
Mason of the United States Marsha
Ser vi ce.

DEPUTY MASON

My friends call nme Jack... you can
call nme Deputy Mason... twt!
W NDSOR

Charnmed. You're quite popul ar back
in the States... Deputy Mason.

Tesla and Jack give a worried glance at each ot her.

W NDSOR
Don’t worry. We know you weren’t
the one that pulled the trigger.
We’ re working our contacts to clear
your nane.

DEPUTY MASON
(not sure what to believe)
Thank -- you?

TESLA
And tell nme who you m ght be ny
fine friend?

W NDSOR
Danbury. Rupert Danbury. MI. Five.

He opens his jacket and shows themthe |ogo: a black triangle
with “M “1” "V’ in each corner and the royal crown centered.
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RUPERT DANBURY
We're the good guys.

DEPUTY MASON
Never heard of ya.

DANBURY
Yes, well, we are a new branch of
his nmajesty’ s secret service
specializing in foreign espionage
and count er-espi onage activities.
We know about Gernmany’ s weapon, we
know about their dealings with the
Bl ack Hand. Unfortunately, we’ ve
been unable to establish a network
i nside. But for sone reason
Germany is very, very interested in
you.

DEPUTY MASON
What do you want ?

DANBURY
Only to help. In any way possible.
You have a lead in, we need your
assi stance to exploit it.

TESLA
You can help, first, by telling us
where that German went with ny
not ebook.

DANBURY
Ah yes, Hel nut Von Braun, bullish-
fellow 1'd stay clear if | were
you.

DEPUTY MASON
We'll take that under advi senent.

DANBURY
We' d be happy to provide the
i nformati on you seek, and
transportati on. But what happens if
we do?

TESLA
| still need to find Gigori... and
hopefully stop him

DANBURY
And if you can't?
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DEPUTY MASON
I woul dn’t nake that bet.
Pause.
DANBURY
Very well, Mster Tesla, Deputy
Mason. W' || keep our distance...
for now But we’'ll be watching...

and waiting...
(to M-5 agent)
Get them whatever they need.

ACGENT #1
(whi speri ng)
and the King's orders?

DANBURY
(whi spering)
W'l wait. He may | ead us straight
to him

EXT. TOY SHOP - CONTI NUOUS
Jack and Tesla are shown their “transportation” OFF SCREEN - -

TESLA
M ster Danbury certainly has a
sense of hunor. .

DEPUTY MASON
Are you ki dding? I’'ve al ways wanted
one of these!

EXT. STREET - CONTI NUOUS

Tesla sits in the sidecar of a notorcycle, wearing goggles
and a helnmet as Jack drives -- a grin on his face.

EXT. CHATEAU - N GHT
The German’s arrive and qui ckly unload as Von Braun exits --

VON BRAUN
(in German; subtitled)
Informthe Kaiser we have the book!
Get the ship ready, we |eave at
dawn!

He wal ks straight through the Chateau to the --



70.

COURTYARD

The enornous Zeppelin is anchored just out of sight in a
grove of trees.

ROAD - CONTI NUOUS

Tesla and Jack pull up and watch from a distance. They then
drive around back.

COURTYARD - SEVERAL M NUTES LATER

Two German SOLDI ERS | oiter outside the airship, snoking with
t heir weapons slung over their shoul ders.

Tesl a and Jack peer around the corner of a supply truck.

DEPUTY MASON
el | ?

TESLA
Not good.

DEPUTY MASON
I’ve got an idea.

Jack renpves his revol ver

TESLA
Put that away... unless you wish to
bl ow us all up

DEPUTY MASON
Li sten Tesla! Who’s running this
show?! You or 17?

TESLA
l.

Jack grunbl es.

TESLA
See if you can get around fromthe
ot her side...

DEPUTY MASON
Stay here! Here. Ckay?

Tesl a nods.
Jack sneaks around the other side of the truck. Tesla returns

his gaze to the Zeppelin entrance but this tinme the guards
have vani shed. He | ooks around the courtyard -- nothing.
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Tesla hesitates and then quickly bolts towards the airship.
I NT. GONDOLA
Tesl a peers inside -- his notebook rests on the edge of the
mai n counsel. He enters. But as he snatches the book and
turns, VO CES from QUTSI DE can be heard.
Tesl a qui ckly hides anong the nechanics of the cranped space.
VON BRAUN (O S.)
(in German; subtitled)
Take of f!

COURTYARD

Jack returns.

DEPUTY MASON
There are two guar --
(what the hell?!)
-- Tesla! Teslal!
Deputy Mason | ooks around.
He then HEARS t he DOORS LOCKI NG and the ZEPPELI N PONERI NG UP

DEPUTY MASON
He woul dn’t be that stupid...

The GEARS of the massive airship WND UP and snoke pours from
the back as it gains altitude.

Jack spots Tesla through one of the rear w ndows crouched
down.

DEPUTY MASON
...he woul d. ..

Deputy Mason tucks his gun away and bolts for the airship.

Just as the tie ropes are al nost beyond his reach, he junps
and grabs the very end of the line and goes for a ride.

I NT. GONDOLA - MORNI NG

The norning sunlight streans in as Von Braun slowy reaches
over to the enpty space on the consol e.

VON BRAUN
Di e pistole!

TWO SOLDI ERS draw their weapons.
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VON BRAUN
You can cone out now. There is no
pl ace for you to go.

TESLA (O.S.)
Go ahead, shoot. Abhobel n!
VON BRAUN
Nei n!
TESLA
(stands)

You can’t. You won't. Not unl ess
you want to blow us all to kingdom
cone.

VON BRAUN
Very clever! But --

Tesla hears the CLICK of a GUN in bg.

VON BRAUN
Poi nt bl ank voul d not be a problem

The SOLDI ER | eads Tesla to face Von Braun.

VON BRAUN
Za not ebook. .

Tesl a doesn’t npve.

VON BRAUN
Don’t make ne kill you.

Tesl a renpves t he not ebook.

VON BRAUN
This is the second tine |’'ve had to
collect this. There vill not be a
third.

TESLA

| wouldn’t be so sure about that.
In Von Braun’s blind spot Jack swi ngs towards the gondola --
he expl odes through the wi ndows -- both soldiers are knocked
t hrough the opposite side -- their SCREAMS FADE - -
Deputy Mason | ands with a THUD.

TESLA
Jack!
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DEPUTY MASON
(pointing at Tesl a)
You! | told you to stay!

Von Braun holds his pistol to Jack’s head.

VON BRAUN
Mar shal - -

DEPUTY MASON
-- just a second.
(to Tesla)
Is it too much to ask you to just
do what | tell you. Is it?!

TESLA
If | had wanted to take orders from
an idiot, I'd work for the Germans!

DEPUTY MASON
Idiot? IDOT?l | ama United States

Mar shal
Jack levels his elbowinto Von Braun’s chin -- the Gernman
falls back -- Jack grabs his pistol and kills the sol dier
behi nd Tesla -- Tesla grabs his notebook back.

DEPUTY MASON
There. Can an idiot do that?!

TESLA
Any idiot can do that!

DEPUTY MASON
Anerican cowboy ego?!

TESLA
Preci sel y!

Jack holds up a finger and opens his nouth but is left
wi t hout rebuttal.

Von Braun quickly gets to his feet and draws a knife fromhis
boot. He takes Jack hostage, holding the blade to his throat.

VON BRAUN
The not ebook or | kill him

TESLA
Yeah, go ahead.
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DEPUTY MASON VON BRAUN
Tesl a! Fi ne.

Just as the German is about to sink the knife into Jack’s
throat the ship is rocked -- several biplanes BLOVNpast the
W NDOWS

Tesla | oses his notebook -- it slides across the cabin floor
-- Von Braun drops his knife.

Jack punches Von Braun -- he collides with the controls --
the zeppelin tilts violently.

TESLA
Jack! My not ebook

Deputy Mason falls to his belly -- the notebook passes
between his fingers -- Von Braun craw s after it.

Tesl a quickly grabs the controls as the planes continue to
circle -- BULLETS RI DDLE t he gondol a.

Von Braun grabs the book -- Jack pummels himagain -- he
drops the book -- it slides between Jack’s feet as the
zeppelin continues to roll and pitch.

DEPUTY MASON

Tesl a!
TESLA

I am doing ny best to correct the

situati on!
Von Braun retrieves his knife and | unges at Jack -- Jack
| ooses his balance and falls -- Von Braun stands over him
ready for the kill -- the notebook slides between his feet --
he gl ances down -- Von Braun janms the knife into Jack’s
collar pinning himto the floor -- he is stuck.

Von Braun picks up the notebook and opens the zeppelin door --
a sudden rush of air --

VON BRAUN
W'll continue this later... auf
wi eder sehen!

DEPUTY MASON
Tesl al The not ebook!

EXT. ZEPPELI N - DAY

Von Braun tunbl es out and depl oys a hi dden parachute.
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It unfurls a few seconds |ater with The Enbl em of the Iron
Cross enbl azoned on the canopy.

GONDOLA
Tesla struggles to control the airship --

DEPUTY MASON
Tesl a! Hel p ne!

Tesla clinbs up the sloping floor and renoves the knife.

DEPUTY MASON
He took the notebook... again!

TESLA
We have bigger worries at the
nmonment, Deputy Mason.

Tesl a wat ches a squardon of bl ack Fokker Ei ndecker led by a
red Fokker DRI triplane piloted by the Red Baron circle
around.

TESLA
Do you think they know we’re not
Cer man?

The pl anes bank strai ght for the hel pl ess airship.

DEPUTY MASON

They do now... hasty retreat?
TESLA
You will get no argunents from ne,

Deputy Mason
Both nmen keep | ow as nore BULLETS PEPPER t he gondol a.
I NT. / EXT. ZEPPELI N - UNDERCARRI AGE - CONTI NUQUS

Tesla and Jack find a N euport 11 single-w nged pl ane
attached to the belly of the airship.

PLANE
Both men clinb in the open air cabin with Tesla piloting.

DEPUTY MASON
Do you know how to fly this thing?!

TESLA
Who do you think helped Oville and
W | bur ?!
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DEPUTY MASON
The Wight Brothers?! Didn’t they
crash the first dozen times?!

TESLA
I think I have it figured out now

DEPUTY MASON
Thi nk?!

Tesla rel eases the plane and it goes into a steep nose dive.

DEPUTY MASON
TESLA!

EXT. SKY - DAY

The German planes circle their prey -- they open fire -- the
danger ous hydrogen gas ignites --

The airship becones a scorching blaze as Jack and Tesla fly
t hrough the snoke --

PLANE
Both men watch the Zeppelin disintegrate -- Jack turns back -

DEPUTY MASON
Look out!

Tesla whi ps back just in time to pull the nose of the plane

up -- a swarmof German and English fighters rush past them --
RED BARON

circles around to place the N euport in the cross hairs -- he
fires --

NI EUPORT

bullets WHI Z by Jack and Tesla s head --

JACK

pulls his revolvers and fires back --

TESLA

attenpts to out nmaneuver the triplane, but he’ s unshakabl e.
TESLA

Hi s aeronautical skills are quite
i mpr essi vel!
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DEPUTY MASON
I"’mglad you approve! If we live
t hrough this, you can ask himfor
| essons!

Tesl a | ooks down -- VWHAT HE SEES: a | ow vall ey through breaks
in the clouds.

TESLA
Hol d on!

He jerks the stick and the plane dives. Jack is thrust back
into his seat.

The Red Baron fol |l ows.
SKY

as they pierce the cloud deck, the European countryside cones
into view

TESLA

continues to push the plane into a steep dive. The ground
rushes up on them-- with certain death only seconds away, he
finally pulls up --

RED BARON

narrow y avoi ds being splattered on the green pastures and
continues to give good chase, spraying bullets --

NI EUPORT W NG

shreds -- severely crippling the aircraft --

NI EUPORT

di ps lower towards the thick pine forest --

RED BARON

closes in for the kill --

SKY

a squadron of the Royal Flying Corp swoop down from above --
NI EUPORT

both nmen watch as they scream past, the air currents tear
Tesla’s hat fromhis head and send it flying --
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RED BARON

Tesla’s hat flies into his face, tenporarily blinding him--
he | ooses control and slans into the side of a large hill --

TESLA
sm | es but | ooses control --

TESLA
Hang on!

FOREST
t he pl ane di sappears into a grove of pine trees.
FADE QOUT.
FADE | N:
EXT. FOREST - LATER
Tesl a regai ns consci ousness. Both nen sit strapped in and

upsi de down -- Tesla's view is obscured because of it -- the
engine and wings lay in a shattered ness fifty feet bel ow

DEPUTY MASON (O S.)

(groani ng)

Oh, ny head..
TESLA

Deputy Mason, are you alright?
DEPUTY MASON

No... you're a horrible pilot.
TESLA

W are alive, no?
DEPUTY MASON

And st uck.
TESLA

I concur that we are in quite a

predi cament. Though | suspect our

situation could not get nuch worse.
SEVERAL GERMAN SOLDI ERS COCK t heir WEAPONS bel ow.
The LI EUTENANT SHOUTS at themin GERVAN

Both nmen | ook down... or up depending on your perspective.
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DEPUTY MASON
You were sayi ng?

The Lieutenant repeats his orders.

TESLA
| believe that is quite inpossible
ny friend!

DEPUTY MASON
What did he say?

TESLA
He wants us to put our hands up
which is preposterous in our
current declination.

They FIRE a warning SHOT into the fusel age. Jack focuses on
t he snmoul dering bullet hole inches away. He | owers his hands
above hi s head.

DEPUTY MASON
Wrd to the wise: don't argue with
guys with the guns, no matter how
stupid it sounds.

Jack smiles and nods, showi ng his conpliance.
EXT. TRAIN - DAY

Von Braun presents Gigori with the notebook again. But as he
reaches out for it the German pulls it back.

VON BRAUN
Ah. .. patience...

He pl aces the notebook in a metal trunk a SOLDIER is
carrying. It is then |locked with a |arge iron padl ock.

VON BRAUN
...to guard against any further
interruption... by order of the
Kai ser.

GRI GOR
O course... and Tesl a?

He hands hi m a COVMUNI QUE.

VON BRAUN
Your friend and his conpani on were
captured near Stuttgart.



They wal k.

They st op.

GRI GORI
Have them brought here.

VON BRAUN
He is very dangerous. He should be
killed now while we have the
chance.

GRI GOR
He may still be of use.

VON BRAUN
We do not need him we have the
book!

GRI GOR
I want himto see!

VON BRAUN
Do not forget your place, or who
you serve. You are |osing focus of
t he goal

GRI GOR
Do not lecture ne as if you can
even begin to understand nme. | have
beaten the brilliant N kola Tesl al
And I will have ny glory!

VON BRAUN
The Kaiser is tired of your ganes.

GRI GORI
Per haps the Kaiser would like to
find soneone el se who can do what
do?!

Pause. Grigori wal ks away.

VON BRAUN
You woul d stare down an arny of
t housands. ..

Gigori stops.

VON BRAUN
...but this man he frightens you...
Wy ?

80.
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GRI GORI
It’s not just any man... it’s
Tesl a!

I NT. TRUCK - CARGO BAY - DAY

Tesl a and Jack have their hands bound in front, allow ng for
limted novenent in their w ndow ess prison

DEPUTY MASON
Well, this can’t be good.

Tesla stretches and takes out his pocket watch.

DEPUTY MASON
What is so inportant about that
wat ch?

TESLA
(tucking it away)
Time is an inportant matter

DEPUTY MASON
No, it’s sonmething else. It’s
al ways sonet hing el se when it cones
to you.

TESLA
Very good, Deputy Mason. You' re not
as dunb as you think you are.
Tesl a gi ves Jack the watch
| NSERT - WATCH

Adj acent to the clock face is a picture of a young wonan in a
Victorian dress -- the sane as fromGiqgori’s |ocket.

BACK TO SCENE

DEPUTY MASON
It'’s her, isn't it?

TESLA
Nadi a... she gives nme strength. ..

DEPUTY MASON
She’' s beauti ful .

TESLA
She was. .

Tesl a takes it back.



Pause.

TESLA
...she is no longer... except in
time.

DEPUTY MASON
" msorry.

TESLA
Do not feel pity for ne, Deputy
Mason, for | feel pity for those
who never knew her... in her short
time on this Earth.

Bot h Tesla and Jack sit back to REST.

Pause.

DEPUTY MASON
What’ s gonna happen next?

TESLA
I do not think Gigori is finished
with us just yet. Though, |
conceive that ny friend may be as
much a prisoner as we are at the
nmonent, in which case, | am
doubt ful of chances for survival

DEPUTY MASON
You know what Tesla? Just lie to ne
once in a while...

TESLA
My apol ogi es. ..

DEPUTY MASON
| guess I'mgonna to break that
promse to nmy famly, then

TESLA
Do not | ose hope so quickly, Deputy
Mason. We are still far better off

than nost in our sane predicanment.

DEPUTY MASON
How do you figure that?

TESLA
They don’t have ne.
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Tesla gives a confident smle.
FADE TGO
I NT. TRUCK - CARGO BAY - DAY
The truck lurches to a stop -- GERVAN VO CES out si de.

The cloth draped over the back is pulled open. Tesla and Jack
squint in the light.

Several soldiers clinb in and help themout --
EXT. TOMWN - DAY

Qut si de: nmud, gray, snoke-filled skies, charred remai ns of
old brick buildings -- a world torn apart by war.

DEPUTY MASON
VWhere are we?

TESLA
Hone.

The Gernmans | ead Tesla and Jack towards --
EXT. CLOCK TONER - CONTI NUOUS

Near the center of town, the battered old structure has
cracked and m ssing wi ndows, but new structural nodifications
have been nmade of a peculiar sort. Tesla makes note of this.

I NT. CLOCK TOWER

The gi ant gears dom nate the view as both nmen enter. The old
worl d architecture has been augnented by “nodern” 20th
Century technol ogy.

TESLA
He’'s turned the clock tower into a
gi ant el ectronmagnetic resonant
transponder. Fantasti c!

DEPUTY MASON
Well, that’s, uh -- sonething.

Tesl a and Jack conti nue to wander.

DEPUTY MASON
Is this it? | nmean... | don’'t get
it. No explosives. No gunpowder.
How do you expect to destroy the
world with this?



GRIGORI (OS.)
Excel | ent question...
(wal ki ng into view)
Hell o, Nikola. 1’"mglad you could
join us.

Gigori hops up to the “brain” of the device.

GRI GORI
Wel cone to a front row seat to the
end of civilization as we know it!
And in it’s a wake, the dawni ng of
a brave new world. My worl d!

DEPUTY MASON
You're a lunatic...

GRI GORI
Sticks and stones ny friend.

DEPUTY MASON
Yeah? Prove nme w ong.

GRI GORI
Do you know what Al pha Waves are?

Jack shakes his head.

GRI GORI
Ni kol a, perhaps you would like to
explain it to our dimwtted friend
here whose head is |ike a scarecrow
filled with straw.

Jack is perplexed by the mad Russian’s vocal hopscotch.

GRI GOR

No? Ckay, allow ne.
(clears throat)

Al pha waves are all around us, and
nore inportantly, they are in us.
Every living organi smon the planet
operates via the use of al pha
waves. It is this electrical
resonance that controls the
bi ol ogi cal functions of all Iiving
t hi ngs, even the human brain. Wen
we eat, drink, sleep, laugh, cry
are all driven by al pha waves. And
they operate in a range between six
and eight hertz. Now, if you were
to somehow send out a signal at..

( MORE)



GRI GORI (cont ' d)

oh, 1 don’t know, six to eight
hertz and channel it through a
region of the atnosphere called the
Schuman cavity which just so
happens to operate on the exact
same frequency, you woul d have the
power to interrupt those electrica
i mpul ses... and bend themto your
will. It doesn’'t take much... just
alittle nonkey wench in the
natural order of things... and you
can dom nate the human race.

DEPUTY MASON
That is inpossible...

Gigori smrks as he paces around the notionl ess gears.

GRI GORI
Tell him Nikola. Tell himhow real
it is.

TESLA

(def eat ed)
| amafraid it is quite possible.
Li ghtning from a thunderstorm
originates fromthe Schuman cavity.
It is the perfect electrical
conduit. It’s just a matter of
finding the correct frequency.

GRI GOR
And you found that frequency,
didn't you?

DEPUTY MASON
(to hinself)
The key. ..

Short pause.

DEPUTY MASON
Wait! What about us? What about you
and your nen?

GRI GORI
The eye of the storm W' Il be
quite safe right here.

TESLA
W'l see...

GRI GOR
Gve it up, N kola, I have won.
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TESLA
If you are so confident, then why
do | detect a quiver in your voice?

Gigori’s nostrils flare. He then nods at the Black Hand, who
strike Jack with the butt end of the gun, dropping him

VON BRAUN (O S.)
That is enough!

Von Braun joins them along with a German SOLDI ER carrying
the | ocked netal trunk.

VON BRAUN
(to Gigori)
W have done all that you have
requested... We want results!

GRI GOR
It will take tine to build up the
necessary --

VON BRAUN
-- how | ong?

Gigori |ooks at the MEN working.

GRI GORI
One hour.

Tesl a checks his pocket watch.
Von Braun nods and turns --

GRI GORI
And t he not ebook?

VON BRAUN
When you are ready... Not before.

Gigori fumes at the nockery of his current predi canent.

GRI GOR
(to Tesla)
Wul d you like to join nme for tea?

Tesl a cannot believe it.

GRI GORI
Just because we are eneni es does
not nmean we can't be civil.
(points to Jack)
Ti e himup!
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Tesl a | ooks back at the partially conscious Jack as they | ash
himto a truss.

GRI GOR
Don’t worry about your conpani on,
nmy friend would just Iike a word
with him.. that’s all..

VON BRAUN
We did not get a chance to finish
what we started last tine...

Von Braun steps down and renoves his uniformjacket.

VON BRAUN
.l trust der vill be no nore
interruptions this tine.

TOP FLOOR
A table and two chairs have been set up in front of the giant

soot - covered wi ndows of the clock face. The setting sun has
ignited the devastated city in gol den sepia.

GRI GORI
Pl ease... sit.
Tesl a doesn’t npve.
GRI GORI

SIT!

Tesl a hangs his cane froma nail sticking out fromone of the
many wooden beans and takes his seat.

GRI GORI
Just like old tines...

Tense pause.

TESLA
(he can’t help hinself)
No sugar ?
GRI GOR
(smling)
Yes, | forgot. It’s three |unps,
isnt it? Always three. | apol ogi ze

but we do have to nake certain
sacrifices during this perilous
time.
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TESLA
| don’t suppose | could talk you
out of this?

GRI GOR
(chuckl es)
| amafraid not. But | nust thank
you for making this day possible.

TESLA
I never neant for this to happen.

GRI GOR
Ah, now we are arguing over
pur pose. What was the purpose,
Ni kol a? What was your intent?

Tesl a remai ns sil ent.

GRI GOR
O perhaps you and | are not that
different after all? Perhaps | am
the only one brave enough to pul
the trigger.

TESLA
What do you want, Giigori?

GRI GORI
For you to suffer as | have
suffered... and show the world the
nonster you truly are.

TESLA
Her death was not mny fault.
GRI GOR
LI AR!
Heavy pause.
GRI GOR

Does it bother you? To be so al one?
He gets up.
GRI GOR

Does it not vex you to see these..
t hese peopl e who have so nuch --

famly, love, life -- and yet they
are so willing to throwit all
away.

( MORE)
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GRI GORI (cont ' d)

For what ?!

(nmocki ng)
Death and gl ory.

(enotional)
We were happy once, N kola. W had
it all and fate was cruel to us.
But we have a chance to teach al
of thema | esson. To show t hem how
t hankful they should really be.
That is why we are here. That is

our power.
TESLA
By destroying the worl d?
GRI GOR
By reshaping it.
TESLA
There nust be anot her way.
GRI GOR
There is NO OTHER WAY!
TESLA
You do not know what you are doi ng.
GRI GOR
Oh, | think I do.
Tesla gl ances at his watch -- Gigori snatches it and sees
the picture -- he tears it out, crunples it up and throws it
away.
GRI GOR
Ti mes up.

A line has been crossed.

GROUND FLOOR - AT THE SAME TI ME

A bl oody and sweaty Jack takes anot her punch from Von Braun,
still strapped to the truss. The German takes a break.

Jack spits blood on the floor.

DEPUTY MASON
So when do we begi n?
VON BRAUN
(panti ng)
Patience. | enjoy taking ny tine.

He wanders over and PICKS up one of Jack’s revol vers.
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DEPUTY MASON
Hey! Get away from those!

VON BRAUN
Fine craftsmanship. | respect a man
who takes such good care of his

weapons. . .

DEPUTY MASON
Good ol’ Anerican ingenuity...
not hi ng you woul d understand... you
and your butter knives.

VON BRAUN
| like zee sword because it is
personal. It is honorable. It is

the way our forbearers settled
their argunents. War has becone
nmessy... detached. You can tell a
| ot about a man by his weapon of
choi ce. For instance, | know you
are proud of your country for which
you serve so bravely... if not
foolishly. But you are also a man
with alot to |lose... why else
woul d you be so arned... and
protected? So quick to kill? So,
what is it? Awife? Ason? A
daught er ?

DEPUTY MASON
Stay away from her!

VON BRAUN
Ah... A daughter -- No! Wait! --
Two daughters. A famly. How does
it feel to be so far from hone..
knowing the fate that awaits then®

Von Braun puts the revol ver down and turns.

DEPUTY MASON

You know your friend, the Kraut in
the red pl ane?

(that got his attention)
Yeah. You know him Well, he had a
l[ittle run in with the French
countrysi de thanks to ne and Tesl a.
Which is probably for the best...
you know what they say: the only
good Kraut is a dead Kraut.
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Von Braun pumels himw th two quick body blows. He lifts
Jack’s head up by his hair.

VON BRAUN
When this is over... I wll make
you ny slave... and by ny sword |
will destroy everything you |ove...
all while you bear w tness.

He throws Jack’s head away.

DI SSCLVE TO:
I NT. CLOCK TOWER - EVENI NG
The coal powered steam generators ROAR as the MACH NERY
PONERS UP. The gi ant GEARS CREAK and GROAN as they start to
turn. Electricity arcs across the two massi ve generators.

Grigori looks on like a proud father witnessing the birth of
his son.

Tesla is now tied up with JACK

Von Braun brings out the chest. It is unlocked and opened.
Gigori reaches in and brings out the notebook.

GRI GOR

...at last.

(to Tesla)
Can you feel it? Can you feel the
end? How does it feel to have
everyt hing you worked for slipping
away?

(savoring)
Now you wi Il suffer as you watch.

BLACK HAND #1 (O S.)
Ful I power!

VON BRAUN
The frequency!

Gigori walks to the controls.

GRI GOR
The frequency is...

He slowy opens the notebook. He quickly flips through it,
frantically searching.

Tesl a wi nks at Jack.
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Gigori throws the book away -- it falls open m d-chapter of

a children’s book. Von Braun picks it up

VON BRAUN
Vhat is this?!

GRI GOR
(to Tesla)
Where is it?! Were is your
not ebook?!

TESLA
Sonewhere very far away where
you' Il never find it!

Gigori grabs a revolver froma nearby SOLDI ER

GRI GOR
You think you are so clever! But
whil e we may not have your
not ebook, we still have the great
and m ghty Ni kola Tesla... who
remenbers everyt hi ng.

TESLA
Whoops.
DEPUTY MASON
(al ar med)
Whoops?

GRI GOR
(to Von Braun)
| told you he would cone in handy.

TESLA
It would appear | have overpl ayed
ny hand... slightly.

VON BRAUN
(to Gigori)
Fi x this!

DEPUTY MASON
Tesl a?

TESLA
I’ m thinking...

Grigori COCKS t he WEAPON.
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GRI ORI
(to Tesla)
The frequency!

DEPUTY MASON
Tesl a!

TESLA
Sone silence would be nice!

A sudden EXPLOCSI ON out side rocks the tower as the war
suddenly intervenes.

VON BRAUN
VWhat was t hat ?!

TESLA
Ah... it would appear M ster
Danbury has cone through... and not
a nonent too soon

EXT. TRENCHES - CONTI NUOUS

A BRI TI SH SERGEANT i nspects his reginment’s aimwith the aid
of a spyglass. He is quite primand proper, a real dandy.

SERGEANT
| say lads, a few nore degrees to
the North should do it.

Men in doughboy hel nets scatter around him | oading shells.

SERGEANT
W nust not let his Mjesty down...
for King and Country!

The sol diers nake the appropriate adjustnents to the
artillery cannon and fire again.

BACK TO CLOCK TOWER

Anot her MORTAR EXPLODES near by, blow ng out all the w ndows
and sendi ng everyone scranbling.

VON BRAUN
You! I vill kill youl

He points Jack’s revolver at Tesla. Jack lifts hinself up and
ki cks Von Braun away. He then kneels down and uses a piece of
shattered glass to cut his way to freedom
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Von Braun draws his sword and swi ngs at Jack -- he ducks --
Von Braun hacks again -- msses -- Jack puts the truss
bet ween himand Von Braun, using it for cover -- but Tesla is
still tied up --

TESLA

I would prefer you play somewhere
el se Deputy Mason

DEPUTY MASON
I"'mworkin' on it!

Finally, Jack outsmarts Von Braun, who cuts Tesla s ropes --
Tesl a holds up his cane, blocking Von Braun’s sword --

TESLA
En Gar de!

Von Braun hacks at himagain, slicing through his cane --

TESLA
(i nspecting cane)
Oh dear.

VON BRAUN
And now, | vill do what shoul d have
been done all along! I vill kil
N kol a Tesl a!

He rai ses Jack’s revol ver --

GRI ORI
NO

Grigori grabs the gun.

GRI GOR
You will not harm hini

Both nen wrestle for control.

VON BRAUN
You are weak! You have al ways been
weak! And so easy to control

A GUNSHOT -- two shocked faces -- Giigori stunmbles back and
rai ses a bl ood covered hand. He | ooks down.

HE SEES:. bl ood soaks through his black vest, a hole torn
t hrough the fabric near his belly.
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GRI GORI
I always knew this was the end for
nme.
He falls back -- Tesla catches himand cradles his head on
the floor.
TESLA
You f ool !

Anot her nortar tears through the clock tower but both nen
enter their own world --

GRI GOR
Ni kol a... | amready...
TESLA
No Gigori.... Please.... | need
you... | don’'t want to be al one..
Gigori tears the |ocket fromhis neck -- hands it to Tesl a.
GRI GOR
She -- she always did | ove you the
nost . . .
TESLA
Please.... Don't |eave ne...
GRI GOR
This world is too small for the two
us... old... friend...
He is GONE.

Tesla clutches his linp body and wails in agony.

Von Braun’s REVOLVER COCKS.

VON BRAUN
Finish it!
TESLA
It’'s over. Leave! NOW
VON BRAUN
(pointing the gun at Jack)
Finish it or you will |ose two!
TESLA
(rage)

So be it.
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He lays Gigori’s body down.

Tesl a approaches the controls and begins hitting swtches,
di al s and knobs.

The cl ock gears increase their pace as steam and snoke shoot
out fromdifference places. The output increases one hundred
fold as a pulse of electricity blows the top of the tower
of f, sending glass and shrapnel raining over them

TRENCHES

The British troops stop and STARE sl ack-jawed as electricity
POURS fromthe tower, a deep blue glowigniting the city at
ni ght.

BACK TO CLOCK TOWER

VON BRAUN
What are you doi ng?!

TESLA
G ving you what you wanted. .

VON BRAUN
(gun shakes)
Stop it!

TESLA
Do you think there is anything you
can do to ne that has not already
been done? Anything you can take
fromne that has not al ready been

t aken?

(facing him
Do you think death frightens ne
anynore?

VON BRAUN
You’' re nmd!

TESLA
I am N kol a Tesla, the greatest
visionary the world has ever known!

VON BRAUN
Pl ease! I’'Il give you vhatever you
want !

TESLA

I want you to go back to Germany. |
want you to tell the Kaiser to stop
this dammed war, to nake peace!

( MORE)
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TESLA(cont ' d)

O I will cone for him | will cone
for himand I will bring Armageddon
to his front door and I will not
stop until the whole of Germany is
but a snoul dering wastel and of ash
and death. You know this to be
true.

Tine slows in Jack’s mind as he bears w tness...

DEPUTY MASON (V. Q.)
It suddenly becane clear. This man,
this wonderful man, who hid hinself
in thought, who refused to involve
hinself in the petty differences of
manki nd. He wasn’t doing it out of
sel fishness or spite or vanity.
He was doing it to protect us. For
in his fury he could destroy us al
without lifting a finger...

Von Braun backs away and then nmakes a run for it, SHOUTING to
the Bl ack Hand in GERVAN. They all run.

Jack puts his hand on Tesla s arm

DEPUTY MASON
(calmy)
You can stop... Teslal

(he reaches him
You can stop now.

BACK TO TRENCHES

Menbers of the Bl ack Hand race across the nuddy fields
out si de of town when -- a platoon of British soldiers pops up
froma trench with weapons drawn -- the Black Hand stop dead
and surrender

Two SOLDI ERS escort Von Braun to face Danbury who renoves his
pi ckel haube hel net.

DANBURY
Hal | o, Hel nmut.

VON BRAUN

(struggling)
Get away! Run! We are all dooned!

DANBURY
Oh, | think your cousin would like
a word with you first... You

remenber him right? H's ngjesty
King Ceorge the fifth
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Von Braun’s eye grow wi de.

DANBURY
Take hi m away!

But --
A sudden DI SCHARGE of electricity RIPPLES into the sky.
BACK TO CLOCK TOWER

TESLA
Ch no.

Tesl a runs around checki ng gauges.

DEPUTY MASON
Can you stop it?!

TESLA
Who do you think you re tal king to?

Tesl a takes off running again.

TESLA
(fadi ng)
Fol | ow me Deputy Mason! | may need

your assi stance. ..
BASEMENT
Tesla runs down the stairs and finds a | ocked panel.

TESLA
I need -- | need sonething to pry
t he panel off --

A |l oud BANG pierces all other SOUNDS. The panel |ock has been
shattered.

Tesl a | ooks at Deputy Mason hol ding his revol ver. He bl ows
the wafti ng snoke away.

TESLA
| amcertainly glad | brought you
al ong. ..
Tesla sets to work -- he connects wires to other wires --
flips knife switches -- changes screwin fuses -- sparks --

He pulls out the nale and femal e end of two cables --
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TESLA
Hol d t hese! And whatever you do,
don't let themtouch

DEPUTY MASON

And what woul d happen if | do?
TESLA

You will Kkill every living thing on

t he pl anet!

Deputy Mason | ooks at the two cables -- he then holds his
hands out to the sides as far as they will go.

TESLA
There! Now, Jack, when | give you
the word, | want you to connect

t hose cables... but NOT BEFORE!
Tesl a takes off running again.

DEPUTY MASON
What about the killing everything
on the planet... thing?!

TESLA (O S.)

(fadi ng)
Trust ne!

BACK TO GROUND LEVEL

Tesl a reaches the control panel and nakes a few adjustnents.
The cl ock tower continues to shake itself apart as nore

el ectricity CRACKLES into the sky and arcs away fromthe
conduct or.

TESLA
Now, Deputy Mason

BACK TO BASEMENT

Jack takes a deep breath and then connects the cables -- a
jolt of electricity shoots himback out of frane.

BACK TO GROUND LEVEL
Tesla throws a switch

The power pul sates into the sky.
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SERI ES OF SHOTS

The soldiers (with their prisoners) stare at the beam of
bl ui sh white light punping into the air.

A not her cradling her children in the dead of night w thout
electricity is shocked when her |antern begins gl ow ng
brightly. The children wake, stare, and smle.

El ectric lights strung along the front |ines begin glow ng as
the soldiers in the trenches on both sides emerge fromtheir
dar kened hiding places to stare -- and greet each other.

Dimred street lanps in Europe increase in intensity as battle
weary Europeans energe fromtheir hones in wondernent.

Li ght bul bs in shops, not even attached to the grid, glow
brightly, sending out ribbons of pure white light into the
streets. A HOVELESS MAN stares w de eyed.

From space, the whol e of Europe, Asia, Africa, are SPOITED
with little white dots in a perfect circle froma central
origin point in Eastern Europe.

BACK TO CLOCK TOWER
A snoki ng and snoul deri ng Deputy Mason joins Tesl a.

DEPUTY MASON
What did you do?

TESLA
| made t hem see.

DEPUTY MASON
Is this what it does?

TESLA
(coy)
Maybe.
DEPUTY MASON
You knew it. You knew t he whol e
tinme.
He grabs Tesla and shakes him

DEPUTY MASON
You son of a bhitch! You knew

The scientist is slightly put off.
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TESLA
Gigori saw only what he wanted in
the machine. But it is the user
that decides its purpose. That is
what it was neant for, that is why
| designed it.

DEPUTY MASON
(amazed)
You are the greatest visionary in
t he worl d.

Tesl a | ooks down at Gigori’s body.

TESLA
| am now.

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. TOMWN - N GHT
On a chilly, European night, in the mddle of town, Jack and
Tesl a managed to scrap enough wood together to grant Giigori
a decent funeral pyre.

The British soldiers have joined them dirty and shaken,
still wearing all their gear.

Jack lights a torch with a lighter and then hands it to
Tesl a, who wal ks over and ignites the wood. The nmen watch as
the flanes engul f the Russian scientist.

Tesla turns, unable to watch -- he then opens his hand and
| ooks at the open |locket -- he has his picture back.

FADE QUT.
FADE | N:

EXT. CAPI TAL BU LDl NG - DAY
SUPER: “NOVEMBER 18, 1919”
SUPER: “ONE YEAR LATER’

PRESI DENT WOODROW W LSON and ot her DI GNI TARI ES have al
gat hered on the gleam ng white marble steps.

Tesla and Deputy Mason are in attendance just behind the
Presi dent .

Marie and the two girls, dressed in their Sunday best, watch
fromthe CROAD.
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MARI E
There’ s daddy, | ook at daddy.

Mari e holds up the baby’s little hand and shakes it.

PRESI DENT W LSON

and so it gives ne great
pl easure to grant M ster N kol a
Mlutin Tesla with full U S
Citizenship and to award himthe
Di sti ngui shed Service Cross, this
nation’s highest honor for a
civilian.

Tesla steps forward as the President hands himthe nedal,
framed neatly in a clamshell box. Tesla accepts it as the
AUDI ENCE CLAPS and FLASH BULBS POP. Both men pose.

President WIson holds out his hand to shake. But Tesla just
| ooks at it. The AUDI ENCE GASPS.

DEPUTY MASON
(shout whi sper)
Tesl a!l Shake hi s hand!

TESLA
Oh, that is quite inpossible I'm
afraid.

DEPUTY MASON
Tesl al

The scientist closes the box and bows to the audi ence.

TESLA
Thank you all, very nuch. | shal
hold this award and this country in
t he deepest honor of ny heart.
M ster President, good day to you.

Jack puts his hand over his face in enbarrassnent as Tesla
wal ks of f stage.

PRESI DENT W LSON
VWhat was that all about?

DEPUTY MASON
That was N kola Tesla, sir.

EXT. THE NATI ONAL MALL - LATER

Jack’s famly joins both nmen in md-conversation.
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MARI E
Honey, what’'s this?

She hands Jack a package done up in brown paper with tw ne
tied around it. Several stanps and marki ngs have been sl apped
on it fromits long journey.

DEPUTY MASON
I don’t know but... It’s for you.
TESLA

Ah! 1t finally arrived.

Tesla quickly opens it and takes out his | eather-bound
not ebook, no worse for wear.

DEPUTY MASON
So, that’s what happened to it...

TESLA
| knew Grigori would pursue it to
the ends of the Earth. | had hoped
I could save himfrom hinmsel f first

t hough.
DEPUTY MASON
Maybe... in the end... you did...
TESLA
Conforting words, Jack. | thank you
for that.

Tesl a then hands the notebook to him

TESLA
Keep it safe for ne.

DEPUTY MASON
| can’t take this.

TESLA
Nobody knows where it is. And |
certainly can’t take the chance of
keeping it with ne anynore.

DEPUTY MASON
What am | supposed to do with it?

TESLA
When the world is ready, you'l
know.
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DEPUTY MASON
Tesla, | can't --

TESLA

I"mthe last of ny kind, Deputy
Mason. The world is growi ng up and
novi ng on. The pl ace for
extraordi nary m nds, extraordinary
i deas and inventions, is slowy
di sappearing in |light of a new,
cold, hard, reality. This time is
passing, we’'re passing. There is no
nore roomin the world for nen |ike
me... for dreaners. That book is
all that remains and perhaps it is
for the best...

(faces Jack)
Be thankful for what you have,
Deputy Mason... al ways.

Jack is left speechless. He |unges at Tesla and hugs him
Tesla is quite put off, his arns HELD QUT to the SIDES. He
t hen RELAXES and gives Jack a little PAT on the BACK

Jack finally rel eases him

DEPUTY MASON
Where will you go?

TESLA
West. Col orado naybe.

DEPUTY MASON
Col orado? What's in Col orado?

TESLA
Peace... Quiet... Enptiness..
|’ve al so been receiving sone
strange signals.

DEPUTY MASON
Si gnal s?

Tesl a points up.

DEPUTY MASON
You' re kidding, right?

TESLA
Good | uck, Deputy Mason..
(tips hat)
...Mss Mason...
( MORE)
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TESLA(cont ' d)

(air pats her head)
young El i zabet h.

He wal ks away.

DEPUTY MASON
You' re kidding, right? About the

signals. | nean, there’'s nothing
out there... Is there? Tesla?
Tesl a?!

FADE TO BLACK

THE END



